











Turning Point Project. The Planning Authori a ingham City
CenueSMscapeDesmannlmZﬂOBsemngouuhcdmgnmnduds
for public areas. The public realm section of the guide will compliment this
manual by setting out the areas within the city centre to which the various
quality thresholds on the streetscape manual will apply.

The public realm section will also include rules relating to the network of
streets and public spaces in the city centre with the aim of repairing the street
grid, particularly around the relief road and beyond this in the regeneration
zones. Anewsueﬂmdlsbemgsnbhshedmtheregmnnmmes taken
from the Neighb ding a series of
strategic pedestrian routes from the smmundmg neighbourhoods into the city
centre. Developers in these areas will be expected to respect or reinstate this
grid when bringing forward schemes.

Massing

The first two sections of this design guide relate to the siting of buildings
and the public spaces between buildings. This section relates to the height of
buildings in the city centre and the regeneration areas. This is a very important
issue in Nottingham because the city’s skyline, in a ridge between the Castle
Hill and the Hill of St. Mary’s Church is such an important part of the city's
character. Yet from developers in the city there is a constant pressure to build
higher to maximise the yield from their sites.

This section describes the topography of the city, key views and the current
heights of buildings before setting out a strategy for the massing of all new
buildings together with a specific tall buildings strategy. This is followed by
rules to guide the height of new buildings and the way that they relate to the
streets as well as the design of tall buildings.

The strategy for predominant building massing relates to the whole of the city
centre and the regeneration areas. In these areas the intention is to retain and
replicate the current massing character of the city centre. This relates partly
to the total height of the buildings and partly to the impact of this massing
on the enclosure ratios of streets. The mll b\nldmg strategy looks 1o two
options: Tall buildings could either be p
the topography ufmemwnmdu\esmusofnncmconheycwldbe
positioned in the least visible locations where they will not impinge on key
views or the setting of historic buildings. The former is the strategy adopted
by cities like Sheffield and Newcastle, the latter has been adopted by places
like London and Bristol and in our view is also appropriate for Nottingham.
We have therefore undertaken a visual impact analysis, drawing on the work

6

done by the Civic Society to determine the most appropriate location for
tall buildings. This will be the subject of consultation once the draft guide is
published.

Activity

The most beautiful city in the world is nothing if its streets don’t throng with
life and its buildings glow with activity. The activity in a city is therefore at least
as important as its design. This relates to the mix of different uses that bring
people into the city centre at different times of the day. It relates to the intensity
of activity and the density of office and residential uses that determines how
many people there are about. It also relates to the design of buildings and the
extent to which they animate the surrounding streets as well as the design of
those streets and the way that they encourage vitality.

In this section we look at the level of activity in Nottingham City Centre today
and set out a strategy for preserving and enhancing the activity of the city
centre in the future. This leads onto a set of rules that new buildings need
to follow to ensure that they contribute to the vitality of the city centre. This
is based in three strands: increasing the density of development around the
fringes of the city centre, promoting a greater mix of uses and ensuring that
buildings spill their activity out onto the street.

Design

The guide thus far has concerned itself with the good manners of urban design.
The rules on urban form, massing, activity, sustainability and public realm will
help create a city that works, that is easy and pleasant to use, that is safe and
that supports a range of business and that is a good place to live. The rules thus
far will not however create the spark that makes somewhere really special,
that special building that people love, the serendipity of design and space that
creates the magic that is Nottingham.

These things are impossible to write rules for. They depend on the imagination
of designers and the farsightedness of their clients. The design guide can
however create the conditions where there things are encouraged and where
flair and creativity can flourish. The final section of the guide therefore analyses
the character of the city centre today before setting out a strategy for promoting
design quality and setting out rules to help this happen.

One of the problems of design guides is that they cannot easily accommodate

exceptional buildings. All cities have special buildings such as churches, town

halls, libraries and theatres that are special because they don’t follow the rules.
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Illsmlpunanllndnsdeuylgmdewllhwihefmedmnwdevelopﬂm
special buildings. A di is th mld:mthnsgmd:hawemmu:
buildings and ing cast buildings. S cast buildings make up the
majority of buildings in the city and will be subject to the rules in this design
guide. The role of these buildings is to form a backdrop to the public spaces
of the city to enclose space, to generate activity etc... The first responsibility
of these buildings is to follow the good manners of development set out in this
guide. Iconic buildings are different. In order to create iconic buildings it is
neoesufyloluve.eemmfmedmnﬁomtbemluofb\uldmglmesmdmv:
Ltis p that buil dmtldbeexemnﬁmn
thuemlesplvwdedmumeym issi ‘by
and include an element of public use. Sites for potential iconic buildings will
need to be agreed with the planning authority in advance of commencing
the design process. This process will also need to be agreed with the local
authority.

Sustainability

The urban of i has over the last two centuries
to the extent that it now draws upon resources far wider than just its city-
region. The medieval period of the city’s development was probably the last
time the city was ‘sustainable’ in so far as it relied on relationships within
its hinterland and ‘bioregion’ in order to meet its needs for food, fuel, and
building materials.

In order to become more sustainable the city will need to rediscover, reconnect
with and redevelop local supply chains for food, building materials, and energy.
This could create the opportunity to support the local and regional economy,
in-line with the aim of the Regional Economic Strategy for the East Midlands.
It could also create opportunities to animate the public realm, for example, by
expanding local produce markets - both indoors and outdoors.

The density, massing and configuration of buildings has an impact on their
energy use, and the extent to which they are well adapted to their climate,
with the potential for passive ventilation (to provide comfort without electric
chillers), daylighting (to reduce electrical lighting loads), and solar radiation
(1o reduce heating demand).

In order to illustrate this we will study fuur areas of the cny centre in order

o np: lhm and o 's climate.

(& i A h Lid will provide the technical advice on

this. This section of the urban design guide will therefore look as issues like
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passive zones, overshadowing, tall buildings, glazing ratios, internal space,
natural edge and recycling.

It is hoped that the design guide will be published for consultation in the
coming months. It has been written as a practical tool rather than a eulogy
for city centre. It is our belief that all good places are based on a relatively
simple set of rules that are intuitively und d but rarely followed. Back in
the 1980s Prince Charles called these “timeless principles’ and bemoaned our
inability to put them into practice. Our hope is that the Design Guide will make
this a little easier.

David Rudlin, Shruti Parikh (URBED)
DELIGHT NIGHT!

The launch of the Nottingham Eye big wheel was enhanced by Nottingham’s
first ‘Light Night'. Leisure and Community Services councillors and officers,
inspired by similar events in cities throughout Europe, decided to celebrate the
city of Nottingham by lighting up streets and encouraging businesses to light
their buildings. The result was a delight, not only to walk through the streets,
but up to the Castle, or to join with the Old Market Square crowds in riding on
the Eye, or listening and dancing to the talented youth bands who took their
turn in playing on the bandstand next to the big wheel.

The City Council had decided that there should be some Friday nights
devoted to families and people who generally tend to avoid the Friday night
city, and there were certainly plenty of people enjoying the special activities,
which included entertainers such as stilt-walkers. The ‘Light Night’ blended
seamlessly into the other Friday night activities as families made their way
home and the night owls took their place.

The whole was one of and pleasure in seeing a new
aspect of Nottingham, and the presence of the Eye added to this. This sort of
grand gesture made for the people of Nottingham gives a great lift to the spirit
and also how the newly Square can be used to its
best advantage.

We hope that the Light Night will be the first of many and that the Square will
in future be the site of such high-quality and imaginative events.

Hilary Silvester



ON ‘NOTTINGHAMNESS’

During a Christmas visit to England I was invited by Ken Brand to jot down
what I understood by ‘Nottinghamness’. My first reaction was to recall a
polytechnic-style debate some years ago in which lecturers were asked to
define gndmlmss ie. ﬂwquallutsdmd:sungmshedpeopkwnh university

degrees. the q it Mmymmddmthu:mlghlbe
some parallel between an intell lly mature individual, judged employabl
by virtue of arti ialised subject ige and pmbk.m-solvmg

skills, and a large and dlvetse city, confident in its cultural heritage and aware
of the need to up-date its own image and hone its business performance in an
increasingly competitive world.

hwghmlherbomnormsedmﬂnlimmdhnds lspemJSyeusm

asatown p i d and jazz ician - two p
tlunkmuuhd.mdfusmed lkeenlwutmsofﬂmflcmmxmhplm
what they are. To shed light on Ken’s recent question I asked approximately
twenty i based relatives and i (a good and
native/newcomer mix) to say what they most liked or disliked about the city
and where they though its distinctiveness lay. What follows is an amalgam of
their spontaneous answers and my own long-term verdict on the environment
and people of the place where I lived, worked and played for the bulk of my
professional career.

The positive feature d by most dents is the of the
ceumlhlsmssammpumcuhrﬂ:senseoﬁdemtyhesmwedbylheold
Market Square. Other English cities (e.g. Norwich) have simi

and vibrant medieval centres but Nottingham's Square, recemly enhanced
by de-cluttering and a popular tram station, must rank among Britain's finest
paved open spaces. A related attribute is the high density and functional
variety of key institutions within a short walking distance of one another,
including such secluded gems as Bromley House Subscription Library and
the Broadway Cinema. To amplify this point, it was my practice to take newly
arrived students on an historical walk via the Square, Lace Market, Broad
Marsh, Canalside, Castle, Wellington Circus, and back to Nottingham Trent
University, - all in three hours including a refreshment break. The close
spacing of the theatres, picture houses, restaurants, cafes, bars, and shops of
all types and sizes il to what is i one the best
environments anywhere. A favourite haunt of mine is Waterstone’s book shop
with its roof-level coffee bar and tram stop a few yards up a cobbled lane.
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Nottingham’s image as the premier entertainment hub of the East Midlands
is widely appreciated by young people (although its reputation for gun crime
and bad behaviour on the streets and public transport appears to deter some
older people from patronising eating and arts facilities in the centre after dark).
Press statistics on crime (and other negative indicators such as poor attainment
in schools) could be mi ing, however, as Nottingham has a very tight
administrative boundary which ensures that its tally of offences looms large
relative to the resident population. On the plus side, the city’s pulling power
has undoubtedly been increased by the Robin Hood rail line and NET tram
service, both tapping the northern suburbs and former coalfield towns. The
annual Goose Fair, public lly and the legendary
abundance of attractive women should also be factored into any definition of
Nottinghamness.

Sovmofmyuma—vwwecspmsed" ingham for its social inclusi and
hip in envi 1 and ion matters. The city
is not ostentatiously ‘political’ and has been relunvely free of public scandal
in recent decades. Friends with experience of other big cities said they were
impressed by the absence of extensive ethnic ghettos and they admired the
‘cheek-| by jowl’ relmonsh:p nf different socuo-economc groups within
small residential quarters. A i was
mmoned by one person, referring not exclusively to the central commemnl
core but also the immediately adjacent ‘inner areas’ where regeneration
schemes have been realised without leaving too many unresolved voids. Urban
‘villages’ such as Sneinton, Carrington, and even the notorious Meadows, are
recognised as having attractive internal variety: indeed several study groups
visiting the city during my teaching days expressed their surprise that such
mnghbo\ldwodshadbeenchssaﬁedmmullyas nmdown or dcpnved nnd
thereby ellgublc for major g The of (rel )
“tranquil arcas’, most notably the Lace Market and Wellington Circus, is
appreciated by many and I noticed recently how accessible the green spaces of
the Arboretum and Forest now are thanks to the tram.

An of civic p ity must take into account
the nature of the ordinary citizens. I've always found the majority of
‘Nottinghamians’ (both natives and long-term adoptees) to be modest,
realistic, practical and i ive in their They seem 1]}

free of the swagger and sentimentality associated with certain larger cities
yet decidedly less parochial and smug than the inhabitants of smaller county
towns 1 know. This ‘middle-of-the-road’ characterisation has no obvious
single explanation but I guess it might reflect the city’s geographical position
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at the interface of England’s industrial ‘North’ and the more agriculturally
prosperous and services-oriented ‘South®. Nottingham’s historically mixed
economy, ranging from coal-mining, via the s of diverse

goods, 10 top i higher education and regional administration, has
engendered a climate of consensus l||ll is one of its many unsung qualities.
I know dozens of people (princi and former who
were attracted in by career opportunities and have stayed longer than initially
anticipated because they felt comfortable here (though I have no statistics on
the scale of this phenomenon in Nottingham).

Nottingham’s collective patience is manifest in the way certain past errors
have assiduously been made good Dcspﬂe the historical stigmas of slums,
the

cholera, race riots and lade of *Queen of the
Midlands’ has p "The | ‘calming’ of Maid Marian Way has
rightly been celebrated 1 always explained to my students that the

decision to build ‘the ugliest street in Europe’ was probably taken in order to
save the medieval Square from road widening). Nottingham did not have a
town planner of Chief Officer rank until the mid 1960s (the role having been
undertaken up to then by an engineer), so there was a lot to put right. Another
sensible rehabilitation job was the repainting of the Victoria Centre’s brutal
residential tower block in pastel colours to soften its impact on the skyline.
Insistence on tried and tested design principles is evident in a number of
recent hallmark regeneration projects, most notably the Inland Revenue Centre
where an architectural competition resulted in a scheme that respected both the
Castle’s historic profile and the local red-brick building tradition. The new Ibis
Hotel on Fletcher Gate has turned out rather better on site than in the plans.
Let us hope that the forthcoming Broad Marsh redevelopment incorporates the
lmvn s lnclenl street pattern, perhaps including Drury Lane which once scaled
i ive cliff ing the Trent Valley.

Resistance to gimmicks may explain why Nottingham has few striking
modern buildings - thus earning the image of a city lacking in flamboyance.
Instead, recent developments have been marked by their gradual absorption
into the existing fabric, including Tramline One which deserves a further
praise. Against much opposition and doomy predictions, the Tram has proved
a resounding success: anything but a wlule elepham. nenher sullmg on the
Forest nor requiring the d 1 ly hope
the projected extensions to Beeston and Chﬁon and later to Wcs\ Bridgford
and Gedling, are not lled by inded preser armed with

short-sighted cost estimates. There is, I read, a ‘bold’ commercial scheme
proposed for the Arkwright Triangle (that small but conspicuous wasteland
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immediately south of the Midland Station). In this location I would strongly
argue against any eye-catching monolith or skyscraper; far better a medium-
rise ‘urban village® of affordable housmg‘ |dully wuh Iuml food shops nnd a
tram stop, that will help bind the existing Mead
into the fabric of Old Nottingham and up-graded rail head. 'nlaetlelmple
sites for tram-based car parking mmcsuwrbs(lsalrudydcnmtmedm
Line One), 1 believe the Watersi ion zone to the east of
|hel»ndmllood gmway |obc1hecmec1plmefumyyamiudnmcwnl
that N and planners may wish to encourage
in order to bolster the city: seconomymdnwdamsenlsmuge

Let me end, as I began, on an educational note. Being a g and
planner 1 have always appreciated the organic symmetry of Nottingham's
historic core, based on its bi-polar structure and alignment on the cardinal
points of the compass. The site affords both an interesting skyline viewed from
the Trent floodplain and wide panoramas from elevated points in the northern
suburbs. A near-classic arrangement of land uses and communications in the
wider agglomeﬂuon provndes an exccllenl luclnng tool and the libraries have
h g thecuy s hi

¥ PR = gy
conducted research on the city’s heritage and modern mnsfomm:on. although
latterly there seems to have been a drift away from systematic documentation
of local conditions as energies have been switched to internationally starred
research publications and the generation of external income. I personally regret
the waning collaboration between the two institutions in the environmental
disciplines, not least the fact that town and country planning is no longer
offered as a mainstream qualification in either place.

The last point suggests that Nottingham can be caught off its guard and lose
intellectual capital to rival cities (e 2. Bristol) if it fails to take a total view of

its assets. A grip on pl isa ibility i Civic
Society has valiantly assumed through this 1 by tapping the i

andopinionsofmosewhohnveabservedchmgeoversevenldccndes‘m
extent to which Nottingh can be d out from a long list of
qualities m may well be shared by other burnpean cote cities is al(ogether
more p heless, 1 still believe Notti s k:y to
be choice, id -

even if the word ‘curmudgeon’ is sometimes uttered with respecl to our quietly
cultured and adorably stubborn and effective city.

Ronald Blake



NOTTINGHAM’S MARKET SQUARE

Britain’s largest market square has been re-vamped. Modern, expensive, trendy,
bleak, dramatic, sterile, futuristic, wasteful - different people each have their
own views. But now that it’s all finished, we can peruse the new geological
delights of the city centre.

It is typical of Britain’s modern stone industry that none of the four stone
types used in the new Market Square is derived from quarries in this country.
Portugal and China were the sources: press reports that it all came from China,
or that some came from Donegal, were in error. But the natural stone does
replace the concrete slabs that previously floored most of the Square (with just
steps of Cornish granite and kerbs of Mountsorrel granodiorite).

The main stone used for the majority of the slabs in the square is a beautiful,
light, coarse granite that is packed with large plagioclase feldspar crystals, up
to 75 mm long, all embedded in a finer-grained matrix. Some of this stone is
darker, almost to a grey colour. This was down to natural variation in the one
quarry, and some of the darker stone has been used almost as a feature along
step edges, but some appears incongruous as scattered darker slabs that indicate
some lapse in quality control. Much better are the many fist-sized xenoliths of
adark and fine-grained material; some have well-defined margins, while others
show varying degrees of absorption and porphyroblastic* recrystallisation.
The designers did not like these, but were persuaded by the suppliers that they
were an unavoidable natural feature — fortunately, because they are excellent.
About 1000 tonnes of this granite were used in the Square, and it all came from
a new quarry in northern Portugal, where it was cut and finished on site, the
quarry lies inland, but most of the stone was trucked to a port and then shipped
to Felixstowe for another stage of road transport. This granite goes under the
trade name of Crystal Azul, and was supplied by Charcon.

There is also beige granite that makes up a large part of the water feature and
some of the stone bench seating terraces. This is called Amarelo Mondim,
also from Charcon and also from Portugal. It is more homogeneous and finer
grained than the main granite; so less interesting but a good colour contrast.

Much of the fountains area, and more of the stone benching, is a
conspicuously darker material. It is an olivine gabbro, almost black and
difficult to see its texture except where green crystals of olivine are visible
in some of the watered faces. This came from Fujian, a province on the
southeast coast of China, and was provided by Marshalls under the exciting
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tnden.lmeofGRA‘nl —wlmll:yrefenoltu *a black granite’ (using trade
logy instead of geoll

The fourth rock type, used in some small areas and features, is an unusual
white granite, finer-grained and very homogeneous. It looks almost like a
quartzite, and not dissimilar to the Portland limestone of the Council House,
but it is actually an albitised granite. One wonders whether it is hydrothermally
altered, or if it is a type of late-stage aplite, but it does appear to have retained
its durability. This stone came from Jiangxi, the Chinese province just inland
of Fujian, and was also imported by Marshalls, under the name GRA926, as
one of their newer granite materials.

Parts of the Square’s new design are seen by some as almost polychromatic in
the style of Fothergill Watson, the famous Nottingham architect, and such a
link to the past has to be both pleasing and appropriate to the city’s evolving
heritage.

Neil Turner and Tony Waltham

Smnofﬂmgeo!ogmlwnnsmaybemfmnlmwrudcn ldlduknbom
**porphyroblastic’. Tony suggested replacing the word with *‘ab: and
new crystal growth’.

lal quired about h ng. Tony replied: ‘Non-home sourcing is
down to simple economics — a combination of over-priced land and unionised
workers; so Britain’s dimension stone industry is all but dead. Some problems
with quality control on past UK quarries and little chance of starting a new one
as was done in Portugal. De Lank could have supplied light coloured granite
from Cornwall but would be well undercut on price by an efficient modemn
outfit in Portugal. A repair bank should not be necessary as a good supplier
will have matching stone available on demand as they will source from a large
mass of uniform rock. India would have been yet cheaper, but most of their
granite is red and too dark for the Square.”

At the preliminary stage | recalled the problems about getting replacement
Portland stone slabs for Cecil Howitt’s Market Square paving and suggested
to the architect Neil Porter that it might be a good idea to over order on stone
with the surplus stored for future repairs. So however, that approach was not
needed.

Ken Brand



THE ORIGINS OF VICTORIA BATHS: a Marginal Note

As this brief account is being written, the fate of Victoria Leisure Centre
has still to be announced. Concern for its future has resulted in a number of
local protests, and some surprising appearances in print. A recent issue of
Private Eye, for instance, has included a cogent argument for the retention
of the complex on social and health grounds. Over the years, in more than
one Newsletter, and in several numbers of the Sneinton Magazine., it has been
emphasized that the baths building forms part of a visually important ring of
Victorian townscape surrounding Victoria Park. Victoria Buildings: the former
Bath Street Board School: Promenade: Bancroft's factory: the park itself - all
ﬂmhwbeennmdamsed,hnsulladdquhlymdd:mnywwlm|sno(

ell part of the city. Now we wait to hear
whnw:llbeco«moflhebnlhmmdwkﬂudnwcllkmwnmdwellloved
Bath Clock will survive only to look like a redundant comma, crushed by the
impact of taller buildings close by.

ding repeated ions in the media that it is a one hundred and
fifty year old building, the baths complex as we look at it is largely of the
1890s, with a fairly self-evident stretch of post-war frontage in Gedling Street.
As will be seen, however, there has indeed been a baths establishment on this
spot for a century and a half.

In December lsdﬁlheCoumllppmnwdacomnulwelolookmlow
adoption by Nottingham of the Act for g baths and

This committee made no report to the Council until June 1849, when it stated
that such a facility would be greatly valued here. The 1846 committee was
reappointed en bloc, with one extra member, and within four months reported
to the Council that land in the Meadow Platt Closes had been allocated for 24
washing tubs, six private baths, and two large open tepid baths, one for men,
and a smaller one for women.

The new baths, built by Dennett of Nottingham, were opened on 16
December 1850. The buildings were of brick, and of one storey. Wylie's
Handbookfor lSSZcmmmnwdofthehuhsmdwnhMmlha “this
to elevate both the physical and moral
nature of the mhnbtums By 1854, though, Wright's Directory reported
that the washhouses had proved unremunerative, and that there was need
for more private baths. The committee was also much exercised by trouble
experienced with the boiler and furnace of the baths. Nor did the appearance
of the place please everyone. As Terry Fry relates in Newsletter 109, the
16

Nottingham Journal of 17 January 1851 made merry about the architecture
of the new baths, ridiculing the efforts of its designer, the Corporation
surveyor Henry Moses Wood. Referring to what must, one thinks, have been

d with the troubls the reporter idered
tlm “that smoke-ejecting thing’ resembled nothing more than “the illicit fruit
of an amour between a factory chimney and a decrepit watch-box!" Anyone
wanting to read more of this highly entertaining verbal abuse should look
up Terry’s article.

What can Wood’s vilified creation have really looked like? One would like to
know, as the year 1860 would introduce yet another extraordinary feature to
the baths, in the form of a tower. Very fortunately, a photograph exists of the
latter, of which more in a moment. In 1859 it was decided to build *a large
and commodious Swimming Bath ... for Females of the Working Classes.,
and a couple of years later a Turkish bath was installed. The Borough Records
for 1860 report the erection of a new tower for the baths. It is recorded that
on 2 January Mr. George Moore, of Copestake, Moore, lace manufacturers
of Nottingham, offered £50 for a clock for the baths, and that on 11 October
in the same year the tower was completed, with clock and bells presented by
Mr. Moore. Wright s Directory 1864 said of the baths that in 1860 a tower had
been erected at the top of the building, ‘in which has been placed, at a cost of
£200, a good clock,: it was the gift of George Moore, Esq., of London.’

This tower was Italianate, decorated by long thin shafts forming extremely
tall round headed recessed panels. Above these was the clock stage, with
wide Italian caves and a louvered cap. It has been ingeniously suggested that
the present Bath Clock tower is merely a recasing of this 1860 erection, but
an examination of the minute books and annual reports of the Public Baths
Committee, and of newspaper reports of the opening of the new baths in
1896, offer proof that this is not so. Not only this, but the 1:500 Ordnance
Survey plans reveal that the later tower stands some yards away from the site
of the earlier.

In 1876 the Baths and Washhouses Committee reported to the Council on a
scheme to improve the existing facilities. The main improvement would be
the roofing-in of an open-air bath, measuring some 102 feet by 44; Salmon’s
map of Nottingham, published in 1861, clearly shows this outdoor pool,
rounded at one end. The roofing of this bath would tumn it into a first-class
swimming bath, with dressing boxes and other facilities. In his report,the

1”7



Borough Engineer, Ogle Tarbotton, stated that ‘I propose to form the roof of
arched lattice ribs of wrought iron, 16 feet span, with cast iron spandrels; and
between the ribs to use clean wrought-stained and varnished timber purlins,
rafters and boarding, and upon the latter to lay Welsh slating. The Bath will
be lighted during the day by a continuous louvre, formed of wrought-iron and
glass..." The cost of this work was estimated as about £2,400, and Tarbotton
reckoned that by it the baths would be made ‘infinitely superior to their past
condition...”

The bath: inued in this f il the 1890s, when the Committee minutes
indicated an irresistible move for replacing the old baths with something
new. On New Year’s Day1892, the Public Baths Commmcc submmed a
report to the Council, ding the obtaining of and
plans for ‘pulling down the existing buildings in Gedling Street, with the
exception of lhe large swimming bath.” A r:poﬂ was cncloud fmm the

except fur this sixpenny (1st cllss) balh. which was in good condition, ‘and
only requires several minor alterations.”

‘Two months later, on 7 March, the Public Baths Committee threw its weight
behind Brown's opinion: ‘Any expenditure of money upon them by way of
repair would be thrown away.” The committee resolved to pull down the baths,
apart from the large swimming bath, and rebuild them. They also quoted from
Arthur Brown's report, written in November 1891: “In my opinion it would
be inexpedient, most unwise, and false economy to spend any money on the
existing buildings in repairs and alt

After a period of discussion, further activity was apparent in 1894, when
on 11 June the Gedling Street Baths Sub-Committee ‘Resolved that the old
building at Sneinton be pulled down and the old materials arising there from
be disposed of..." Later that year, as reported by annual report of the Public
Baths Committee, *“The work of pulling down the old baths was commenced
on the Ist October 1894, and the whole of the buildings cleared away with the
exception of the large swimming bath’ The committee minutes for 11 October
1895 confirmed that building was well advanced, and ‘Resolved that a new
clock and bells be erected at these baths by Messrs. Cope at a cost of £205.”

By the summer of 1896 the Nottingham press was showing an interest in the
newly completed baths buildings. On 10 June the Nottingham Daily Express
18

stated: OnlylfewﬁmshmgtouchesmrequlmdlonukemVmomBlths
at Sneinton ready fortheopenmg Ori the

isted of two small swi g baths and a number of washing baths for
bmhmenlndwmn.lnﬂwywlswmlddnmmmnde consisting of
the penny bath and the clock tower, whilst a few years later a large open-air
bath was added. This open-air bath was ... in 1880 roofed over and fitted up
as a first-class bath...With the exception of this bath the whole of old structure
was demolished last year..."

Flvedlys hlertheErpm:chrvmcledlheopmm& nddmsﬁmherdcmls The

gs were in a dil d and i y After de
discussion ||wasruolved!oaes.1mmmlymwhnldmg The old structure,
with the ion of the first-cl ng bath, was pulled down, and the
elegant and interesting building, which was formally opened yesterday, was
erected from designs by ... Mr. Arthur Brown. The building fronts Gedling
Street...the structure is surmounted by a clock tower, in which there are both a
new clock and bells.”

There remains little to add here. The first-class pool, roofed in by Tarbotton,
became the oval pool familiar in the memory of many of todny 's over-sixties,
which was turned into the large exhibition area for ing events.
However, one particular obscure memory of Victoria Baths must cnd this
thumbnail account. The writer’s Uncle Jim (born Sneinton 1898) remembered
street theatre staged on a dray in Sneinton Market
at Goose Fair tide sometime about 1908-1910. One of the melodramas
presented was entitled ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Daughter.” In this a heavily
moustachioed and bearded villain would spring on to the cart, and, pointing
dramatically at the Bath Clock, open the play with the words: ‘Behold, yon
lighthouse tower!”
Stephen Best

DOVECOTES

Eddie Woolrich and Gerald Dorrington have written up a summary of
their work on Nottinghamshire dovecotes over the last 20 years. A pack
of about 30 computer-generated A4 pages of text, photographs, diagrams
and statistics is available from Eddie at £4.00 (covering the cost of
production). To obtain a copy make a cheque payable to T A E Woolrich
and send to: 25 Armfield Road, Amold, Nottingham NGS5 6QY
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Thomas Who? (Part i)
Ce a short of Thomas (1807-1893)

Before moving on to look at other aspects of Thomas Hawksley's life and career
it is worth examining a popular piece of local folk lore. This is a story, which
appears (o improve with each telling: it has Hawksley, as the boss of the gas works,
confronting rioters who had planned to plunge the town into darkness by disrupting
the gas supply. Hawksley threatened them with piping connected to the gas supply
- an improvised flame-thrower - and boiling tar.

In fact the story has its origin in a possible aftermath of the great Chartist meeting
in the Nottingham Market Place on 10th April 1848. The Nortingham Review 14th
April reported:

‘It was thought probable that the mob might extinguish the public lights
by attacking the fountain head: and it was therefore judged advisable to
make every preparation for a defence.

“Large numbers of workmen were employed on Saturday and Sunday and
kept at the gas works until twelve o’clock on Monday evening, supplied
with abundance of provisions to stand a regular siege.

‘An defence of brickwork was thrown up on top of the
walls of the works in Island Street and loop holes were left at regular
distances in proper military style: the great gates were well barricaded; a
tremendously thick chain was suspended across the whole street in front of
the gate at a few yards distance; and boiling tar &c. was kept in readiness
for the benefit of anyone who chose to invite hostilities. The mob would
not have effected an entrance without some difficulty.”

No doubt the ing engineer inded the whole of

In fact the fears were justified but unfounded. The Review closed its account of

the event: “The meeting broke up, and in a very short time the town was quite
tranquil.’

Hawksley's ability as a surveyor was acknowledged when the *Association for the
Improvement of the Town" met on 5th December 1839 met under its chairman
L.C. Wright, a well resp d living at Mapp Hall. A leading figure
among a group of local and manufa on this ittee was a

newly elected Councillor, William Felkin (1795-1874).



A Poor Law Commissioner reporting on Notti in 1836 noted that Felkin
was “one of the most active of its inhabitants...one of the most intelligent of
its Im\mdupwby yone...a great writer in the periodical
ingcl " Itis likely that
m&mrmmumm@mmfummmmm

‘The Association drew up a number of points for a resolution to be put before the
Council on 12th December. Their main request was for a new road to provide a
direct route from the Market Place to the railway station, which had opened in May
1839. Hawksley had been engaged to drawn up plans o set out streets forty five
feet wide. Council approval was needed as it would be necessary to take property,
much of it slum tenements, to the extent of fifty feet at least on each side.

A Council Committee was appointed to confer with the Town Improvement
Committee and they reported back on 6* February 1840 to announce that an
agreement had been reached to widen Lister Gate and to enlarge and form a wide
street from the north end of that street to the north end of High Street. The proposal
was voted against by vested interests at a ‘town’s meeting” and the Committee
recommended the postponement of the scheme. No doubt through the original
proposal the movement had started which lead to the cutting of Albert Street in
1846, which linked existing streets and provided that direct route from the Market
Place to the railway station.

This episode shows s i with adj to change in
Nottingham's historic core. Over the next five years he, together with Felkin, was
among the leaders campaigning to bring about enclosure of the common fields
surrounding the town, to make some lobwdn.slumlbleforhnldmg
land, which would alleviate the acute ding and vile insani
|ntheo|dmnwhutapopmmofovet52.0’Dwuccmﬁmdmm928
acres/375.8ha.

Away from his professional life Hawksley attended the High Pavement Chapel,
although his father had attended St. Peter’s. Indeed he and his future wife, Miss
Phillis Wright (1807-1854), were regular attendees as were their children later.
A memorial plaque to Thomas Hawksley and his family has been removed from
the High Pavement Chapel and placed in the Nottingham Industrial Museum in
Wollaton Park.

The plaque records details of their (surviving?) children. Thomas and Phillis
are the *beloved parents of Catherine Ellen Wansey (1836-1890), Charles
(1839-1917), Arthur (1840-1915), Bernard (1846-1892), Florence Musgrave
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(1851-1930). The daughters’ married name is given. Puzzlingly the 1841
census actually lists a *Maria’ aged 5 years besides Ellen and Charles.

Hawksley became involved with various institutions in the town. In December
1828 and January 1829, whilst still with Staveley: he and a certain Mr Alfred
Woodhouse gave two lectures on ‘Electricity’ to the Artisans’ Literary and

fechanical Society. The din the Notti Review:
thepnmtpiﬁofthcscmwercablydemled :ndmepowaohheelecmc
fluid illustrated by a series of beautiful and highly i P

He was a subscriber to Bromley House Library from 2nd May 1836 to 6th
June 1853. He may well have been the Thomas Hawksley recorded as being
a Temporary Librarian there for three weeks in September 1826. On 20th
September 1847 Hawksley and Jalland applied to lease a room in Bromley House
for their architectural practice at an annual rental of £50. This agreement was
relinquished on Ist November 1852, the year Hawksley moved to London.

Hawksley was a founder member of the Nottingham Mech and
was chosen as a Committee Member at the initial meeting at the ‘Exchlnge on
6 November 1837. At this meeting of members the system of Science Classes,
which had an important early role in the educational work in the town, was
inaugurated by Hawksley's offer to teach gratuitously a class in some selected
branch of science. In the Institution’s autumn programme for 1839 he gave
a lecture on “The Steam Engine’. He was involved in other activities of the
Institution in its first years but by 1841, possibly through his workload he is no
longer on the main committee.

‘The Hawksley family’s involvement with the High Pavement Chapel has been
noted. It was one of Nottingham’s three centres of the Whig middle class
dissenters; the Particular Baptist Chapel in George Street and the Castle Gate
Independent Chapel were the others. The Council was largely composed of
members attending these leading chapels. Thomas Wakefield, the dominating
Whig politician in the decade 1835-45, was the leader of the High Pavement
clique and had a high profile in most of the civic activities in the town. Outside of
direct politics his activities included of course Chairman of both the Nottingham
Trent Water Works and the Nottingham Gaslight and Coke Company. and from
1837 treasurer of the newly formed i

leksley ﬁrelumnxhlp with him is not known but it must have been complex.

by his achi -'lheTtemBndgeworks

must have been largely i in getting inted as chief

engineer to the Gas Company. Yet Wakefield in particular and some of his cronies
2




were owners of slum properties who would suffer financially should inclosure of
Nottingham’s common fields take place, for which action Hawksley as noted, was
a fervent advocate.

hmlmwﬂ:koval&mmmmmlkmdlﬂmﬁmmdﬁzpm
Districts, Hawksley stated that ‘several i of the are
extensive owners of the small houses inhabited by the working classes in the worst-
conditioned districts, and have repeatedly avowed their hostility to the principle of
enclosure, under what I believe to the very erroneous impression that their property
would sustain permanent injury by the erection of better, more healthy, and more
comfortable dwellings on the enclosed lands.

The platforms provided by the publication of his replies to questions put by the
chairmen of Parliamentary Commissions elevated Hawksley into a position where
his views could be more widely known. For example, when appearing before the
Select Commiittee of the House of Commons on ‘Commons’ Inclosure” ¢.1843,
Lord Worsley asked him ‘Have you tumed your attention at all to the desirableness
of giving facility to inclosing waste or common lands?" Hawksley's reply was brief
and to the point *Very much so.’

By the carly 1840s William Felkin, who was a leading member of the rival George
Street Baptist Chapel, was acting in unison with Hawksley and others over the
urgent need to bring about the enclosure of the town’s common fields. It is possible
that Felkin, who was skilfully using statistics throughout the 1830 including
papers deli to the British iation’s meetings and before Parliamentary
Committees, helped Hawksley to develop his firm handling of statistics to make
social and political points. InplmcullHawkskymﬂdrmebeenawamof
Felkin’s 1839 paper Statistics of the Labouring Cle d Paupers
Cenmnly(hedewledovervmofhmormmnghrmhuhmnmnm
mrmmdmwmwwwmmmmmm«m
town’s i d by in answers t ioning for the Royal
Commission on the State of Large Towns and Populous Districts 1844 clearly
shows how Hawksley had skilfully added mathematical and statistical analysis to
his other talents.

In answering a question on “The General Condition of the town with respect to
health..." Hawksley replies “To arrive at a satisfactory conclusion respecting the
actual sanitary state of the town, I have, with great care, analysed the mortuary
register for the years ending June 1840, 1841,1842 and 1843; comprehending the
two years preceding, and the two years subsequent to the census of 1841..." This
is followed by a detailed table of the ‘Rates of Mortality” in the seven wards of
Nottingham.

24

It was through the social reformer (Sir) Edwin Chadwick (1800-1890) that
Hawksley was invited as an expert witness for the 1844 Royal Commission. What
is not clear is was Hawksley was recommended to Chadwick through one of his
field workers collecting material for the Report On The Sanitary Condition of the
Labouring Population of Great Britain (1842), which was edited by Chadwick,
or were Hawksley's achievements already known to him?

Chadwick saw a like-minded in and he invi by
engineer to Chadwick’s Town Improvement Company. For a short period the
two were “in touch”. Hi it was not long before the two fell out as

Chadwick campaigned for a comprehensive solution to urban sanitary problems
involving joint water supply and sewage schemes whereas Hawksley adopted a
more pragmatic approach and was prepared to act for any undertaking.

Hawksley, it must be said, really made the most of his dramatic arrival on the
national scene. Not only did he receive invitations to offer advice and explore
possible involvement in water supply schemes for other authorities, he ‘used’
Chadwick to help sway outside public opinion in favour of the enclosure of
Nottingham’s common fields.
Once the group preparing a Bill the encl of i 's
fields had the d i carly in 1845, arranged for
Hansard to send 80 copies of the Bill to Chadwick. Then he wrote to Chadwick,
asking him to distribute the copies to persons of influence, including Sir Robert
Peel, then the Prime Minister, and the influential 6th Earl of Shaftesbury.

‘Throughout this time Hawksley had a strong ally in Richard Sutton’s radical
A of Sutton’s editorial s

H 1kin. The AT

Hawksley’s report to the Parli y Commission for Inquiring into the State of
Large Towns in several issues during August and September 1844. Iniits editorial of
6 September 1844 Sutton delivered a powerful resume of these extracts.

“Wevuveforsevmlweekspmsemedmdnmofwmdusmp«sexm
from the very able report of Mr tothe C for Inquiring into the
State of Large Towns. Convinced that a more imp was never laid
before the inhabitants of Nottingham, we are anxious again to call their attention to
it. We....shall make no apology for again pressing it upon the serious consideration
of the public; the importance of it cannot be rated too highly for it is none other
than a question of life or death to thousands of our residents.” (To be continued)

Ken Brand



Itis with some sadness we announce the death of Michael Brook, in times
past a stalwart supporter of Civic Society and Thoroton Society meetings.

MICHAEL BROOK 1926-2008

1 first met the genial academic figure of Michael Brook at an initial meeting to
sound out the possibility of forming an East Midlands group of the Victorian
Society. I soon discovered his style when he suggested that the name was
misleading since it covered more than the three counties the group would
embncemdthull:deﬁmctexpmmonthMldhmkshouldbemved
This isi waslns w!uhermhlsnmsumdnunw
of speech or his di ing habit of ing one’s own i

usually connected with the misattribution of a building.

An old boy of Abingdon School and a graduate of Oxford University,
Michael had spent ten years in the States (1962- 72) before becoming Special
Collections Librarian at the University of The knowledge he
acquired from this (and indeed brought to it), plus his service as Membenhlp
Secretary, made him invaluable to the Victorian Society both locally and more
widely when he served on its Northern Buildings Sub- ittee and went on
to carry out sterling work for the Chapels Society. Locally his monument is the
Bibliography of Nottinghamshire.

Some of one’s memories of him are surreal. I recall once walking with him on
a winter’s evening from the Hallward Library to his house, which was then in
Devonshire Promenade. We walked in what I think was an undeviating straight
line, across lawns, along unlit paths, past a group of university dustbins at one
point, but certainly didn’t take as long as it would have done along the main
road. Committee meetings sometimes took place at his house, where they were
dominated by his cat, Lydia. But perhaps the memory I will take to my grave
is of the letter that he forwarded to me, on which he had written cryptically:
“This arrived browned at the edges, as if by fire.”

lan Wells

GENTEEL RESIDENCES FOR REDUCED TRADESMEN (i)

‘The Working Man’s Retreat and John Potchett one of its early
occupants

Potchett’s work as schoolmaster, librarian and lecturer must also have found
an admirer in George Gill. Although teaching and librarianship have now
long enjoyed the status of professions, it is highly unlikely that John Potchett
possessed written qualifications as a teacher, and certain that he had none as a
librarian. Would he, then, have thought it appropriate for himself to be living
in a place dedicated to housing aged persons of the working classes?

Against all likelihood, we can read Potchett’s own words on this very subject.
Aletter from him has remarkably survived, dated October 1855, and addressed
to his nephew in Hull. In it we find John Potchett recently settled in his new
home, and evidently eager to tell somebody about it. As a vignette of life in
the Working Man'’s Retreat it could hardly be bettered.

“Dear Nephew, It is now a long time since I wrote to, or received a letter from
you. Tis true a Mr Somebody called on his way to Colwick, an organist or a

. pianoforte maker, and said he had seen you and was desired to let us know

you were well... You will have heard that we had got appointed to a house,
rent free, for both our lives, so that luck has for once taken a turn in our
Javour. There are six good houses lately built by a Mr Gill, who is still living,
and to whom I am indebted for the Centre house, there being to each two
good rooms on the ground floor and three capital Chambers, with ashpit and
other conveniences in the back yard, and an ornamental Flower Garden, 50
yards frontage in a genteel new street, divided into six equal parts, so that 1
have now become quite a florist. Each house is separate [sic] and distinct and
not connected by any common passage as a Hospital or Alms house; in fact
they are genteel residences for Reduced Tradesmen and Literary Characters
... I may as well state that we have been here six months, and that there are
five of us, and no children are allowed, except as occasional visitors. I still
continue at the Mechanics ' Institution as Librarian and feel highly the benefit
of the residence both in mind and body - NP and the rest of the family are
in tolerable health, Mary among them being much better than formerly, or
nearly restored to health.’

Potchett went on to mention how Nottingham trade had been badly affected
by the Crimean War, which he believed had hit Hull’s economy less hard. He
7



also discussed the new organ at the Mechanics, Hall, before returning to his
own affairs. ‘You will have perceived by the accompanying slip that I have not
quite left off scribbling for the press, in fact I am indebted in no small degree
to my position in life as Public contributor, for the possession of my present
life, and Freehold Estate, consequently gratitude calls upon me to produce an
essay now and then on some general Subjects. The one enclosed, though no.1
on the ‘Rights of Man' is the seventh of the present series... Yr Affectionate
Uncle, John Potchet.’

A iptshed an i light on h ings on the other

side of the world, where a relation, Harry Pou:hctl. was engaged as one of

a detachment sent to quell rioting at the Ballarat gold-diggings in Australia.

Harry had had a narrow escape when a bullet grazed his head. Potchenmnde

no pretence to holding a high place in ingham society, even

that one family of his acquaintance no longer had any contact with him, as
‘They feel above our standard.’

Although Potchett went out of his way to emphasize that the Working Man’s
Retreat was not an almshouse, it is unlikely that anybody else would have
been able to spot the difference. In his letter he also stated quite specifically
that he had been living there for six months, that is, since the spring of 1855. It
seems likely, therefore, that John Potchett although was a very early occupant
of the Retreat, he was not among the original six. For him to have been in this
very first group would mean that there had been a very long delay in choosing
and installing the tenants. He also suggested that his activities as a “public
contributor " had played a considerable part in gaining for him a place in the
Retreat, confirming the impression that his writings had been to George Gill’s
liking.

To give some idea of the kind of man who was admitted to the Retreat, it may be
noted that in 1861 Potchett’s fellow-occupants were a clerk to a silk throwster:
three lace makers (past or present): and a man who received a ‘small annuity.”
This would have had to be pretty modest for him to qualify for a home here.

George Gill was, as correctly stated by Potchett in his letter, still living, but died
only six weeks later, on 30 November 1855. In 1854 he had seen Gill Street,
between Peel Street and Dryden Street, named after him, and had also recelvcd
a vote of thanks from the Council in ack led, of his benef: to
Nottingham. Gill was buried in the General Cemetery, where his very plain,
flat gravestone has unhappily fallen into a ruinous state over recent decades.
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< ber 1861 the gl . il 2 g “:20
to be paid to Mr Potchett, who was rende ‘byageand i

of discharging his duties.” Sadly, the old man did not enjoy his well-demved
annuity for more than a few months, dying at home in the Working Man's
Retreat on 15 April 1862, aged 75. His death certificate gave his occupation
as “Librarian at the Mechanics® Institution,” and the cause of death as old age
and chronic bronchitis.

The news of John Potchett’s death brought sympathetic notices in the
N ham press, with iderable, if not always accurate, biographical
detail. All the papers, however, were agreed as to his personal qualities. The
Mzmnglwn.ﬂady_fmm:_o/ 16 April considered that *Mr Potchett was a

man of not idle lly in the mechanical sciences,
andmmewmngadzwlaihamelfwlkdﬂiumof:nchhmwltdgemh
i among his nei and i He dmlalagaodoldage.

mh respected by a numerous circle of acquaintances.’

In describing him as ‘another of the veteran worthies of Nottingham.'
the following morning’s Nottingham Journal spoke of his ‘useful life.’
The Nottingham Review, perhaps the paper whose views most closely
mirrored those of Potchett, observed that ‘His long life was devoted to
useful pursuits that would benefit the inhabitants of the town in general.’

All this made an appropriate farewell to a man who seems to have been almost
universally looked-up to. Hehadnotledavcrypmspuwsotmuln'ly
exciting life, and his two main ions in and had
been worthy, but hardly the stuff of adventure stories. Having lived in a fairly
humble part of Sneinton, he was able to end his days in relative ease at the
Working Man’s Retreat. It might have been expected that, in later years, his
name would be forgotten. But over sixty years after his death, Robert Mellors
still remembered him as ‘Good old John Potchett.”

Stephen Best
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EMERSON LODGE -formerly EMERSON VILLA (i)
Another interesting house in Sherwood

Sometime in the 1860s the house was given its first name, Emerson Villa.
Quite why is not clear, unless the Manderfields were keen to promote the name
of Ralph Waldo E the American essayist and philosopher, who made
a successful lecture tour of this country. The main plank of his philosophy
was a belief in ‘the divine sufficiency of the individual’, which would strike a
sympathetic chord in the hearts and minds of many Victorians, such as James
Manderfield.

In 1847 the American philosopher visited this country. In December he
embarked on an arduous tour of Midland and thern towns. Between
6th and 13th December 1847 he between Nottingham and Derby

g on Nap Shak Domestic Life and Reading. Most talks
were glven at Mechanics Institutes to working-class men and others proud of
their independent minds. He was well received because of his alhmng platform
manner and uplifting moral : Be self-reliant, be an i

The tailor bought two pieces of land on the opposite side of Hood Street from
his house in 1867, and this land was used for gardens or allotments. In this
transaction Manderfield was referred to as a Gentleman, rather than a tailor,
indicating that he might have retired. He insisted in his legal arrangements
that no wife of his *shall be entitled to dower” out of any of his premises or
land, which seems harsh on his wife and seems to indicate an unsatisfactory
relationship with her. By contrast his daughter Ellen appears to have been his
great favourite and he left everything to her in his will, made in 1869. Ellen’s
siblings may not have been happy about this arrangement either.

At the time of the Census Return in 1871 Ellen Manderfield was the only
person at home, except for a servant called Sarah Hodgett. On June 6th 1872
Ellen married Thomas Belton, a lace manufacturer, and they lived at Emerson
Villa with her father.

By 1881 James Manderfield had definitely retired and was also a widower.
The following year he submitted plans to have the house extended on the
north side to include a bathroom and W.C. The builder was to have been
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Thomas Caunt of Carrington, but for some reason - possibly the difficulties
associated with cesspool drainage - the work was never done. Ina sense this
was fortunate as the extension would have spoilt the symmetry of the house.
(There is a bathroom now, of course, and has been for a considerable time.)

James died at Emerson Villa on November 29th 1888 and Ellen became the
sole proprietor of the house. She mortgaged it in 1893 for £500 to George
Edward Smith. an “electric engineer’ of Nottingham, but she and her husband
continued living there until he died in 1915, so it is possible that she wanted
the cash for her own independence or perhaps to help Thomas over financial
difficulties. It is interesting to note that when Thomas died his effects
were valued at £483, but only two years later Ellen’s estate was assessed
at £7,605. She died on January 9th 1917 and was then living at The Elms,
Mansfield Road, Woodthorpe, which had been the home of her cousin Charles
Mmderﬁeldfornnnyym(ﬂewasyamoﬂuhcemmuﬁmmoﬂheﬁm
known as Cuckson, Hasledine & Manderfield Ltd., whose at the
comner of Stoney Street and Barker Gate was designed by Watson Fothergill.)
Presumably Ellen did not want to live on her own after her husband died - but
what happened to Emerson Lodge in the First World War is still a mystery.
Charles and Sarah Manderfield inherited it but never lived there. Incidentally,
the name of the house was changed to Emerson Lodge in ¢. 1908, but it did not
acquire the number 27 Mapperley Street until c. 1950.

After the Great War a succession of people bought or rented the property
before Catherine Cox, the widow of a hosiery manufacturer, moved in ¢. 1923.
She died soon afterwards and her son Charles Edward Cox inherited the house
in 1925. A travelling salesman called Peter Maxwell then took it over in c.
1929, and the electoral roll for 1934 shows that he and his wife Mary Caven
Maxwell and their daughter Mary Caven Maxwell junior were also living
there. The Maxwell family stayed for a long time until 1957, when Charles
and Stella Jackson bought the property for £2.675.

Then, in 1963, Dr. Bernard Kendrick and Mrs. K. Kendrick were attracted by
the unique features and plensam semng of Emerson Lodge, for whlch they
paid £3,150. There are a marble one d and a
mahogany one upstairs, a lovely balustrade on the stairs and a uniquely shaped
kitchen. Externally some features had deteriorated badly so the front porch
and an archway at the back were removed, and the old stable was replaced
byacarpon Inside they have removed walls in order to ‘open up’ one of the

rooms, thus eliminating the entrance hall. Also the wall between
the kitchen and scullery was taken out, and the space where the *Saloon’ door
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stood has been bricked up. Thus the house has been tastefully modernised yet
still retains the great character which makes it so interesting in the context of
Sherwood’s history.

Have you ever thought about the previous occupants of your house? Some
research on them and the house itself (particularly if not modern) can be
very interesting. If not your house what about one nearby? The result of your
delving could be another piece of the jigsaw making up Nottingham'’s history
and architecture.

Terry Fry

Emerson Lodge, Sherwood
THE NOTTINGHAM EYE

Have you been on the 196ft high wheel yet? By now you have missed it. It
weighs 365 tonnes, and is self supporting, so no need to worry about high
winds. Up to six of you can get into one of the 40 enclosed and waterproof
gondolas to get a 360 degree panorama of the city centre. It takes 10 qualified
riggers a week to erect it. It is quicker to take down and get transported away
in 11 trailers. It was made by Mondial in Holland. If you did miss the Eye,
hopefully it returns next Spring.

THE EASTCROFT INCINERATOR

Nottingham Friends of the Earth have recently produced a public leaflet asking
the question ‘Does Nottingham need a bigger incinerator?’ Reproduced here,
with permission of FOE, are their main points.

The incinerator has frequently breached its emission limits for carbon monoxide,
P S b i 1 & ing inadk

P of P
management of waste input (they should control the two existing furnaces properly
before adding a third line).

The incinerator has been frequently shut down for unscheduled repairs indicating
inadequate p i i (i.e.itisabad ).

It has also been warned over failure to monitor emissions properly.

The plume can be seen over ial areas of Nottingh and i d
pollution from a third line will ine attempts to ding
areas.

The Director of Public Health, Dr Chris Packham, has raised concers (in an
email to the City Council dated 29/11/07) about:

i) Increases in oxides of nitrogen in an area where the limit for NOx is already at
risk of being breached

ii) The perception of blight on the local environment has a significant health effect
for local residents

iii) Increased levels of cadmium, thallium and volatile organic compounds are of
more concern than dioxins

We object to buring commercial and industrial waste (as breaches of emissions
limits have occurred in the past when buming paper, tyres, plastics and wet
waste).

No explanation has yet been found for the breach of dioxins limit in March
2005.

We object to bringing in waste from outside Greater Nottingham, which will add
to traffic in Nottingham and surrounding areas.

The extra capacity is not needed for Greater Nottingham’s household waste
(existing capacity is 60% of all household waste in Greater Nottingham -
more than enough when recycling goes over 40%) and not safe for
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ial and industrial waste.
pollution from other people’s waste.

is being asked to accept greater

The proposal is unacceptable because it is for electricity-only generation
(which is typically only 15-20% efficient - i.e. over 80% of the heat is unused)
contrary to the Waste Incineration Directive which requires consideration to
be given to making full use of heat (Combined Heat and Power, CHP). The
Environment Agency required WRG id of CHPp

of the third line by December 2006 - wmch WRG has not yet pmvuded

Future mpmvemenls in separate collection of food waste, green waste, and
pap for ing will reduce the need for treating residual
mixed waste (for commervlnl & industrial waste as well as household waste).

Note: Whilst the Civic Society has made representations to the City Council
against a larger incinerator ‘We’ in the context of the article refers to the
Friends of the Earth. (Editor)

PROTECTION FOR CANAL CONSERVATION AREA

The Society welcomes the Canal Conservation Area Management Plan
which was adopted at the recent meeting of the City Council’s Development
Control Committee. Not only does it stress the importance of sustainability in
construction and energy use in any new d but also the i
of the maintaining the character of the area is stressed.

The on of Victorian and Edwardian buildings is e it
with developments from the last 50 years to be the first to be demolished if

. Also of particular interest to the Civic Society is the section of the
Plan which deals with ‘key views’ which cannot be altered, such as the skyline
views of the Council House dome and the Castle. This reflects the policy
and arguments maintained by the Civic Society and demonstrated in our “The
Long View’ planning DVD which has been widely circulated among planners,
councillors, architects and others.

“FUTURE PROOFING™

On 15 February 2008 Alan Simpson MP gave a thought provoking talk to Civic
Society members on the threat to our energy-extravagant life styles presented
by the looming oil shortages and global warming. By 2015, a mere seven years
away, he foresees an *oil crunch’, which will gravely affect global economies
and could result in widespread recession.

are on an i i scale and governments have been
dmsuwsly slow to act - but in Alan’s view local individual communities can
and must begin to take their own initiatives.

'l'he oil crisis will have a serious impact on food production, now dependant

Is and global distribution. We now import around 40% of our
foodanddependonexpons from loping ies, who divert
fmm producing for their own populations. Alan is a supporter of the Slaw
which local production for local

wuh greater use of organic methods. The ‘Dig for Victory” campaign from
World War Il needs to be revived on farms and allotments. He described how
Cuba had developed small scale organic cultivation when Russian oil was cut
off in the 1990s.

Alan moved on to talking about energy issues. He has recently completed
the conversion of a derelict warehouse in the Lace Market into a sustainable
family house (Residential award winner Lord Mayor’s Award 2007). He gave
the example of Munich in Germany where 1200 local energy clubs have been
set up, members sharing good practice and finding ways to reduce their energy
use. All the city’s municipal buildings have photo-voltaic panels and incentives
are provided for individuals to do the same and to sell surplus electricity to the
Grid. By law the price paid to h holders by energy ies is four times
the normal price!

The UK government has fa-led to take a consistent practical role in supporting
but local i ives are showing the way. Alan is part of a
group developing a project in the Meadows, called ESCO (Enctgy SGI'VICCS
Company), which aims to involve the Mead:
range of energy saving and p i luding bio-di for
household waste and combined heat and power plants. The aims wdl be:
*  Affordable energy for residents
. Reduccthcamswbonfootpnm
* Make the for i ion in
sustainable energy




Whilst involved in local and individual initiatives Alan is also trying to get his
views across the government, which is strong on rhetoric and spin, but weak on
action in regard to climate change and the energy crisis. Enormous adjustments
will be required on the part of every individual, family and ity but
national commitment will be essential.

When Alan swps down at the next election we hope he wnll become not only
alocal green champion, but take his and k
into and beyond the East Midlands.

Patsy Brand

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS (Spring 2008)

‘We would like to wel the
Society this year.

ing new bers who have joined the

Katrin Brinkhaus, Sheridan Chilvers, Robert Dodd, Frank Graham,
Kurt Hatton, Richard & Rebecca Lamb, Peter & Kate Newton,
Matthew Riley & Sarah Hart, Arthur Walder, David & Barbara Watkins
Richard Wheldon, Douglas Woodall & Janet Houll. Mcgan Zadik,

Old Tenants and Residi

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY VISITS FOR 2008

SATURDAY 14th JUNE HENLEY ON THAMES

Depart Salutation, Maid Marian Way 8.30am

Much to do and many places for lunch, plenty of boat trips, which are
booked on the day. The coach leaves Henley on Thames at Spm.
Cost: £10.50

SATURDAY 5th JULY HEREFORD

Depart Salutation, Maid Marian Way 8.30am

A private guided walk around Hereford is available, price £3.00 per person,
which must be booked with the coach fare.

The coach leaves Hereford at Spm.

Cost: £9.00

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY LECTURE PROGRAMME
2008-2009

All meetings will be held on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. at St Barnabas
Cathedral Hall, Wellington Circus, Nottingham unless otherwise notified

14 October Necropolis Nottingham, a talk by Clir Catharine
Amold, author of *Necropolis, London and Its Dead’,
who turns her attention to our two great Victorian
cemeteries, their fascinating history and even more

intriguing residents.

11 November So You Think You Know Nottingham? Local
historian Peter Hammond takes a fresh look at our
city.

9 December Making the Nottingham Pevsner Elain Harwood of

English Heritage will describe the compilation of the
latest volume in the series of City Guides

13 January Discover the Paintings You Own in
Nottinghamshire and the UK. Andy Ellis of The
Public Catalogue Foundation describes the oils
uncovered by the recent survey.

10 February Places for People: Local landscape architect Fiona
Hero describes her work, with illustrations from
projects both locally and further afield.

10 March Nottingham and the Pcnlrld: Revolution:
or G iracy? These
local events have long l'ascmued historian Michael
Clark and he shares his findings.

14 April This lecture slot is being retained for topical issues,
which occur during the forthcoming twelve months.

12 May Annual General Meeting
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