NEWSLETTER no 10 July 2019
Dear Member
“Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew . . .”

aka Jackie Morris, Hilary Silvester, Nick Max and Kevin Powell. Four of our Executive Board members reelected at the AGM on 21 May.
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Environment Committee
Alan Bates Vice President
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Richard Gaunt
Ruth Imeson

Cherry Knight Minutes
David Nunns Publications Sales
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Nick Max
Jackie Morris
Antony Pidduck
Nicki Pink
Kevin Powell
Chris Weir

Non-Executive Vice Presidents:
Ken Brand
Bob Cullen
Meryl Hollet Andrew Hamilton
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A FATHER OF POST-MODERNISM
In the lecture on Listed Buildings which he gave last April, Ian included Post-Modernism and
how he might, after thirty-five years’ involvement with historic buildings, wish to preserve
examples of this genre: he had already submitted the Royal Concert Hall for listing, but felt
the jury might still be out regarding some other examples he showed.
One architect who stands out in Post-Modernism is I M Pei, who died in May aged 102. The
“modernist” credentials of this Chinese-American architect were impeccable. He had
unsuccessfully attempted to become a student of Frank Lloyd Wright, but then spent two
days with Le Corbusier, to whose style he was initially attracted, and later studied with
Walter Gropius. Of Le Corbusier he said: I wanted to go his way. But, after some years, I
began to think differently. I became interested in a modern architecture that made
connections to place, history and nature. Modern architecture needed to be part of an
evolutionary, not a revolutionary, process.”
Many of us would agree. Here is his iconic entrance to the Louvre:

And here is a naughty parody of it by some angry French farmers in 1995:

Not all modern architecture gets
such a “populist” response!
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PLAQUES
Our programme of plaques continues apace. One we were especially delighted to be
involved in was the one for the Birkin Building on Broadway in the Lace Market.

Victoria Green, Becky Valentine and Hilary celebrating in Nottingham Contemporary ( photo Greg Jackson)
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CASEWORK with comments made on behalf of the Society by Hilary Brindley

MAJESTIC CINEMA, WOODBOROUGH ROAD
Nottingham Civic Society objects to the demolition of the former Majestic Cinema without any consideration of
it as an undesignated Heritage Asset. The cinema was designed by the renowned Nottingham cinema architect
Alfred Thraves and is considered to be one of his best works. Much of the original building survives with its
original decor still intact.
The building's design is almost unique taking advantage of the steeply sloping site with the entrance at balcony
level. This design was highly unusual and innovative and identifies this cinema as something special.
The cinema is not empty and abandoned; rather it is being used as a theatre museum and films are being
shown again in the auditorium. The Conservation Officer should take a close look at the significance of this
unusual building with a view to protecting the cinema from demolition by default, and while, because of later
alterations, the building cannot be considered for statutory listing by Historic England, it is most certainly a
candidate for Local Listing owing to its architectural and historic importance, not to mention its social history:
it is adjacent to the former Mapperley Hospital and the therapeutic value of cinema for the patients was clear
from the outset; they had their own entrance into the building.
Meanwhile the design of the replacement building has not taken any references from the character of the
building it would replace - the new building's architecture doing little to enhance local distinctiveness or give
character to the streetscene. This application should not be determined until the significance of the cinema as a
heritage asset has been established.
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Unusually, you entered this cinema by the upper level and worked your way down

AND NEARBY . . .
THE LODGE MAPPERLEY HOSPITAL THE WELLS ROAD. Ref 19/00135/PFUL3 We anticipate that the Council
will agree with us that the demolition of the Lodge is unnecessary. We have lodged (no pun intended) the
following objection:
Nottingham Civic Society objects to the demolition of The Lodge within the Mapperley Hospital Conservation
Area. The Victorian Lodge was part of the planned hospital complex which advanced the therapeutic benefits of
treating patients in a parkland setting away from the congestion and pollution of the inner city. The building,
which would lend itself to single family occupation once repaired, is constructed with quality details in its
brickwork and embellished with a stone tympanum emblazoned with a coat of arms over one of its entrance
doors. The building has character and charm, making a positive contribution to the conservation area where it
protrudes from the mature trees which screen the hospital site. The derelict Lodge could be sold off to a private
developer and renovated without detriment to the hospital open space nearby.

ELSEWHERE:
SITE OF 2 QUEENS ROAD Ref 19/00936/PFUL3. At 9 storeys high this apartment building will
dominate its surroundings. NCS has lodged the following objection:
Nottingham Civic Society objects to this tall building immediately facing the Grade II* listed Nottingham Station
and adjacent to the former corner bank, itself on the Local List and within the Station Conservation Area. The
building which is to be even taller than The Pictureworks to the east, would tower over the Station from the
south, undermining the landmark status of the Station Clock Tower cupola.
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Seen from Sheriff's Way to the west, the proposed tall building would tower above the former bank which used
to command the junction of Arkwright St with Sheriff's Way - a characteristic of the Station Conservation Area
where corner buildings assert themselves.
In addition, the mass of the proposed building would interrupt one of the Key Views identified in the City Centre
Urban Design Guide looking from The Embankment towards the Station Clock Tower. This tall building only the
width of the tram lines apart from The Pictureworks, would obliterate this cherished long view without any
public benefit being offered to balance this loss.
The height, mass and architecture should be redesigned to respect the setting of the listed and locally listed
buildings and the character and appearance of the conservation area.
Decision awaited.
AND FINALLY …
APPEALS
There has been a recent rash of appeals – mostly being dealt with by ‘Written Reps’ which means our original
comments will be sent to the Inspector in full and we need do nothing else at this stage. We await the date for
the Priory Mission Hall Hearing. This is an interesting (if dilapidated) former community building occupying a
site within the Lenton Abbey Archaeological Constraints Area. We objected to the application for
redevelopment in the following manner:
Nottingham Civic Society objects to the proposed demolition of the interesting former Mission building which
gives character to Priory Street. The proposed replacement building is unacceptable in its design taking no
references from the historic buildings nearby. The fenestration introduces alien proportions which disrupts the
appearance of the terrace of older buildings into which it would impose itself. The under-stated entrance to the
flats is another uncharacteristic feature of the local buildings. The proposal should be refused because the loss
of an interesting old building and the destruction of potential in situ archaeology is not justified as the design of
the replacement fails to acknowledge its context and its appearance would detract from the character of
Lenton.

A REMINDER OF A CASE WHICH PREDATES THE CIVIC SOCIETY

Outrage is often expressed at the loss of the Collin Almshouses, sacrificed to Maid Marian Way though admittedly probably
beyond repair. In the churchyard of St Nicholas's church there are various grave slabs leaning on the wall of 33 Castlegate,
a house described as early C18 but its origins predate this. It was allegedly originally built by Lawrence Collin, master
gunner of Nottingham Castle during the Civil War, after which he remained in Nottingham and started business as a
woolcomber, eventually amassing a fortune which was devoted to charitable works, the almshouses among them. One of the
memorials is indeed for Abel Collin, who died in 1705. The memorial has been moved from his grave but at least it has
survived, more or less intact, leaning at an odd angle. It needs urgent attention, like the house against which it leans; the
Society is on the case. (Information from Edward Beaumont, Ruth Gager and Councillor Dave Trimble)
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HERITAGE AT RISK
In 2017 Nottingham was created a Heritage Action Zone, one of the first ten places so
designated by Historic England (another one was Sutton in south-west London, where Ian
was brought up). The designation arose from concern for the historic environment of our
city, and the City Council has formed a committee, on which Ian represents the Civic Society,
to monitor the situation and give assistance as needed.
And we have just seen publication of Historic England’s Heritage At Risk register, where
Nottingham figures highly, with some conservation areas named, as are several churches.
One of these churches is St
Augustine’s on Woodborough
Road, a building of 1920-23 in
the Early Christian style often
adopted in the early twentieth
century by the Roman Catholic
church in this country. The work
of London architect J S
Brocklesby, it was bedevilled by
spiralling costs from the start and
never properly finished,
something which creates massive
problems now. Much of the
problem stems from the roof and
the domes which create such a
distinctive appearance. The halfdome of the apse (behind the
rood) and the two shallow domes
above the nave were both coated
in blucrete and snocrete, useful
materials of the time which gave
the appearance of concrete.
Recent tests showed this material
to contain asbestos, so the
coverings were stripped. Now
they suffer from severely leaking
roofs, something that might have
been obviated had the original design for the church been carried out: two towers at the
liturgical west end (main entrance) and a big overall roof. Worth noting in the picture are
the front of the altar, which depicts the Last Supper and came from St Barnabas’s Cathedral
when that building was restored in 1927, and the rood with symbols of the four Evangelists
round the figure of Christ; it is recalled that Joseph Else used to bring his students from
Nottingham School of Art to see it, and despite the exasperating lack of documentary
evidence (all thrown out in 1962) there is a tradition that Else or one of his colleagues or
students may have designed it.
A pillar of the parish of St Augustine’s was John Hay. A former master of ceremonies at the
Cathedral and head of RE at the Becket School, we both knew him as well for his
consummate culinary skills and his lethal (and highly drinkable) home brew. We spent the
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summer of 1979 working with him on the history of St Augustine’s, and when five years later
a biography of the architect appeared he lost no time in promoting the history and fascinating
architectural qualities of the church; no doubt it was he who got the architect’s name on the
notice-board outside, and he facilitated many visits and lectures there. John’s hospitality
certainly oiled those visits, including those by national groups such as the Twentieth Century
Society and the Victorian Society, both of which spoke appreciatively for long afterwards
about the “Nottingham teas”.
John died on 31 May, the day after his seventy-second birthday, and he received a splendid
send-off at St Augustine’s, where a packed church heard a hilarious eulogy courageously
delivered by his eldest son. Requiescat in pace!
THE NEW NOTTINGHAMSHIRE PEVSNER
Work on this continues apace, with Clare Hartwell covering the county to a depth not
available when Pevsners fitted in one’s pocket. This means that a lot more is deemed worthy
of record, some of it surprising. When we took her on a couple of tours of the city she
astounded us with the treasures she had found in obscure side roads. We had no idea for
example that this was one of Nottingham’s most recent almshouses:

a building of 1967-70 by John Howitt & Son on St Bartholomew’s Road, otherwise known
locally as Donkey Hill, a name perpetuated on the nearby bus stop. It is alarmingly steep,
and therefore difficult to take a straight picture of this building from a parked car. Ian cycled
down Donkey Hill, once, and Hilary attributes her lifelong aversion to trolleybuses to the fact
that if she took one home from town it decanted her at the bottom of St Bartholomew’s Road
leaving her with a considerable climb to the top.
(with thanks to Board member Ruth Imeson and her archivist colleague Luke Danes)
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The new war memorial on the Victoria Embankment, by Letts Wheeler. It does not compete
in any way with the grand city war memorial nearby, but with its understated simplicity
provides the sort of moving tribute to the Fallen that you find in the war poetry of, for
example, Siegfried Sassoon.
Fitting inscriptions, elegantly lettered, adorn the central column. The “dish” that surrounds
it contains the names of all who gave their lives in that conflict, including those who died
later as a consequence of their wounds, civilian victims, and those who were executed but
who have since been pardoned. The Society is proud to have been one of the many
institutions which contributed to this county-wide project.
ALDERMAN JACKIE MORRIS
Our congratulations to Board member Jackie Morris (pictured on page 1) who has been
appointed an Honorary Alderman of the City of Nottingham. Jackie, who represented
Bulwell ward for several years, has served as both Lord Mayor and Sheriff of Nottingham,
and has brought a wealth of experience to our deliberations. She joins a pantheon of former
Board members who have held high civic office: Honorary Aldermen Andrew Hamilton and
Barbara Ricks; Rita Cooper, who served as Mayoress of Rushcliffe (we have just received
news of her husband Alfred’s death); and Ray Banks, who was for twenty-one years
chairman of Beeston and Stapleford Urban District Council.
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NOTRE-DAME DE PARIS
At the start of Ian’s lecture in April, Hilary spoke movingly of what threatened to be the total
destruction of Notre-Dame following the fire of the day before. At the end a collection was
taken for the appeal, which raised a generous total of £105, for which we have received a
warm letter of thanks from the Archbishop of Paris.
Nor does the Society’s involvement stop there. Two of our members, Dimitris
Theodossopoulous and Cristina Gonzalez-Longo, who used to serve on our Environment
Committee, now work in Edinburgh, being engaged respectively in Structural Engineering
and Architecture. Along with one of their postgraduate students they have entered the
competition for the design of the central spire, which was lost in the fire. Your vote is invited:

Their design is number 10220
To vote, go to https://www.designnotredame.com/
You need to Register, which is straightforward, and can then get to the designs, which
annoyingly are not in numerical order. This one appears to be on the second page. There
are three images, one of which appears above, plus a Designer’s Description.
You can then vote, by 31 July.
Best wishes
Hilary Silvester
hilarysilvester2002@gmail.com

Ian Wells
ianwells62@gmail.com
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TUESDAY 13 AUGUST AT 7 PM:
VISIT TO WOLLATON HALL WALLED GARDEN
Andrew Hamilton, who has spearheaded the Walled Garden restoration project and who
spoke to us about it at the last AGM, would like to show us the extent of this fascinating
place, tell us about what used to be there and demonstrate what is going to be done now.
Admission £5 which includes a brochure about the garden; all proceeds to the project.
(booking form below: please detach it so you don’t lose the directions and return it to Ian
Wells at the address below by 8 August)
PLEASE NOTE: THE JOINING INSTRUCTION HAVE CHANGED:
Enter the Park by the usual drive-in entrance (NOT Mr Man’s, as in the earlier notice) and
park in the lower carpark (fee £3, even at that late hour I’m afraid). Cross the adjacent
playground and meet at the 508 Café nearby)
Please wear sensible shoes and appropriate clothing as
the terrain is uneven and brambles etc may be encountered
Emergency phone number on the evening:

07754 129092

=============================================================
BOOKING FORM FOR WOLLATON HALL WALLED GARDEN
Tuesday 13 August at 7:00 pm
Name/s

Address

Phone (one you are most likely to answer, please!)
Email

I enclose a cheque for £

(£5 per person) payable to Nottingham Civic Society.

Please send to: Ian Wells, 4A Kelvin Rd, Thorneywood, Nottingham NG3 2PR
By 8 August
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