NEWSLETTER no 9 February 2019
Dear Member
“Midwinter spring is its own season”, as T S Eliot rather cryptically told us. As we write
this, it does seem rather more like spring than winter. But as Eliot goes on to ask, “Where is
the summer?” If we do as well as we did in 2018 it will be time for the resurgence of the
Civic Society Corporate Hat, a garment much in evidence in our visit to Southwell as
depicted in our newsletter last autumn.
ALBERT FINNEY 1936-2019
Never Sir Albert Finney: he refused it, as his socialist character Arthur Seaton, anti-hero of
Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, would no doubt have refused it; but fortunately Arthur
Seaton’s creator Alan Sillitoe did not refuse the Freedom of the City of Nottingham, for
which Hilary put him forward. Albert Finney was not the first choice for the starring role of
Saturday Night and Sunday Morning: Bulwell native Peter Bowles was auditioned for it, but
told he didn’t sound Northern enough (well he wouldn’t, would he? The Nottingham accent
is as difficult for actors as the Leicester one, which explains why in the 1983 ITV series
based on The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole all the characters took on Brummie accents). As
for Bowles, he vowed never to use his Nottingham accent on stage again, being somewhat
Cockney in Blow Up and Bless Me Father, and totally upper class in To the Manor Born and
Rumpole of the Bailey.
Albert Finney sounded Northern all right: he was born in Salford. The film of Saturday
Night and Sunday Morning certainly put Nottingham on the map, much as the novel had.
Sillitoe wrote it in Majorca, having met Robert Graves who told him to write about what he
knew. Sillitoe also did the screenplay for the film, making changes to keep the director or
the censor happy but certainly conveying the character of Arthur Seaton as vividly as the
book had before it. Albert Finney, something of a “lad” himself, went wholeheartedly into
the part, to the extent of spending two days working on a lathe in Raleigh so as to look
authentic when he was seen using it. And of course many Raleigh employees were used as
extras: several will claim to be the one who had to find the dead rat which Arthur puts on a
woman’s bench for her to find during her tea break.
Many familiar but long-lost locations appear too: the Raleigh works and the houses nearby, a
Nottingham trolleybus gliding up Derby Road past a very dark-looking St Barnabas’s
Cathedral as Arthur runs for a bus opposite, the smoke-blackened Castle with distant prospect
of The Meadows; unfortunately a scene intended to be shot in the Market Square had to be
omitted as the weather was against them. Yes, an impressive film debut for Finney; and an
impressive film debut for Nottingham, even if the Conservative MP for Nottingham Central,
John Cordeaux, denounced it as “a foul libel on my respectable, clean-living constituents.”
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Many thanks to all who have renewed this year; it is good to have your continuing support in
our fight for the good of our city. If you haven’t had a chance to renew, please do so as soon
as possible and send your cheque, payable to Nottingham Civic Society, to Ian Wells, 4A
Kelvin Rd, Thorneywood, Nottingham NG3 2PR
HISTORY BY BUS
A need to retrieve some lost property from the NCT bus office on South Parade caused Ian to
discover a number of publications about places of interest on our bus routes. The most
comprehensive is History Bus 35, with on the front an attractive historic picture of Wollaton
Park Lodge, now part of the University of Nottingham and acting as a gateway to their
Jubilee Campus. Another picture shows the Beeston Gate to Wollaton Park with a suitably
historic bus passing it. The leaflet is the work of Robert Howard, who is to be congratulated
on encouraging passengers not only to look out of the window but indeed to get off and
explore. “Off the patch” there is also a leaflet about Ruddington and a children’s interactive
guide to Arnot Hill Park.
KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE AND IMPACT AWARDS 2018
Kevin Powell writes:
It is with great pleasure that I attended the University of Nottingham’s Knowledge Exchange
and Impact Awards on 22 November 2018.
These awards were something completely unknown to me before the event. However, sitting
there, I was amazed at the expertise and innovations that were nominated in the various
categories and certainly the winners richly deserved their awards for their achievements in
their own particular field of research.
The Knowledge Exchange and Impact Awards recognise the university’s pioneering,
multidisciplinary research and discoveries that have a real impact on lives not just in this
country, but around the world. By working collaboratively, knowledge is shared with partners
and so the impact of the research is therefore amplified.
The awards are given bi-annually and this year marked the third occasion they have been
held. More than 250 people attended the event at the East Midlands Conference Centre
and ranged from colleagues of the nominees, industry and civic partners and above all friends
and family to share in this unique event.
To say that the evening was ‘just a pat on the back’ for the university would be a gross
understatement. It was a celebration of the university’s research and achievements. Research
that both impacts and transforms the world we live in, in relation to business and society. In
some cases the research and development changes and saves people’s lives.
The awards were divided into eight categories in the various fields of the media, engineering,
research, the arts, medicine and health sciences, science and social sciences and the research
story of the year. They covered such items as the discovery of new bacteria-resistant plastics
to reduce the incidence of hospital-acquired-infections, one of the UK’s most significant
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heritage regeneration projects, a one-in-a-million snail and keyhole surgery for jet engines
were some of the research projects recognised in the awards.
The main award of the evening was awarded to Professor Barrie Hayes-Gill, who received
the Vice-Chancellor’s award for Sustained Excellence in Knowledge Exchange.
Professor Hayes-Gill work included the development of a world-leading foetal monitoring
technology which is benefiting millions of expectant mothers and unborn children around the
globe, as well as a device to resuscitate new born babies who are born with breathing
difficulties.
One award of the evening raised a smile with all those assembled, it was the ‘Research Story
of the Year’ – ‘SnailLove’, Dr Angus Davison, School of Life Sciences
Jeremy the ‘lovelorn snail’ became a global media phenomenon. Dr Davison’s enthusiastic
participation in our SnailLove campaign reached 1.8bn people around the world, and
introduced his ground-breaking genetics research to an unprecedented audience.
To the likes of you and me, Jeremy was a snail who featured on both local and national
television and radio ….....Why?? because Jeremy was extremely rare he was a “left-handed”
garden snail who was unable to mate with a normal ‘right-handed’ snail. Finally with the
story going global, Jeremy did managed to find his soul- er, shell-mate... with a little help
from his human friends.
As the awards were duly handed out, the reason I was sitting there attending the event
became apparent..
The category was ‘Faculty of Arts’, and the winner was Dr Richard A Gaunt for ‘The
Curator of Rebellion at Nottingham Castle’.
“Dr Gaunt’s expertise in British political history is enriching one of the most significant
heritage regeneration projects in the UK. He is Curator of Nottingham Castle’s new
Rebellion Gallery, which focuses on key moments in the City’s rebellious history since the
16th Century. Dr Gaunt also helped to secure more than £13m of funding towards the
£29.5m Nottingham City Council project.”
(courtesy of the University of Nottingham’s Knowledge Exchange and Impact Awards 2018)
For many years plans have been underway to redevelop and refurbish Nottingham Castle, to
make it an outstanding tourist attraction which will have a world wide appeal to tourists
visiting Nottingham.One of the many features of the proposed work, is the role Nottingham
played in various rebellions throughout our history.
The castle is now closed and will re-open in 2020
And so it is with great pleasure that Nottingham Civic Society offers its sincere
congratulations to Richard, as both a member and a trustee of the Society.
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Richard Gaunt, duly honoured
ROBIN HOOD BECOMES RESPECTABLE
And while we’re on the subject of the Castle and its attendant theme of Rebellion, it is good
to note that the statue of Robin Hood just below the Castle, with its attendant sculptures of his
Merrie Men, has been listed Grade II.
This group occupies the land over the infilled outer
ditch of the Castle, with five associated plaques attached to the outer bailey wall. It is the
work of James Arthur Woodford RA (1893-1976), a noted Nottingham sculptor who attended
Nottingham School of Art before and after the First World War (1914-18), and became an
accomplished designer of architectural and heraldic sculpture. His work features in a number
of listed buildings, including our own Council House where his work can be seen around the
dome; elsewhere his work can be found at the extension of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food Government Offices by C E Mee in 1951-2 (listed at Grade II*). His
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Second World War memorial fountain in the central courtyard of British Medical Association
House in London, sculpted in 1954, is listed at Grade II*. Woodford is probably best known
for crafting ten six-foot high 'Queen's Beasts' in plaster to decorate the approach to
Westminster Abbey for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. He received the OBE
in the same year.
The statues of Robin Hood and his Merrie Men were commissioned to commemorate the visit
of Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh for the city’s quincentenary celebrations in
1949. Tales of Robin Hood in popular legend are inextricably linked to the castle. One story
tells how Robin Hood and his Merrie Men attended an archery competition hosted by the
Sheriff of Nottingham at Nottingham Castle, disguised as beggars and farmers. Robin Hood
celebrated winning the competition and duping the Sherriff by shooting an arrow and thankyou note through a window of the Castle, landing on the dinner table in front of the Sheriff.
(adapted from a report by Historic England)
AND THE CONCERT HALL?
Hopefully! The Twentieth Century Society has supported our statement requesting listing
for the Royal Concert Hall. It is the work of Renton Howard Wood and Levin, who did the
refurbishment of the Theatre Royal, and it can be seen in many ways as a prototype for their
work at Symphony Hall Birmingham. It will be recalled that our Concert Hall became
something of a political football: when first planned, it was intended to be in Stoney Street,
on land originally cleared for our cross-city superhighway and now occupied by the postmodern NCP car park. It was then decided to build on the site of the Empire Theatre, next to
the Theatre Royal, but with a change of political power that scheme was dropped. Four
years later, with another change of power, the scheme was revived by Cllrs John Carroll and
Betty Higgins and the work completed in December 1982. Apart from some alterations to
the lower foyer and the removal of the later gas-filled colourful sculpture, the building
remains largely unchanged, with late seventies / early eighties taste clearly in evidence. For
architectural history, one would cite the variable acoustics facilitated by the enormous canopy
that can be raised and lowered above the platform, and the 99-stop four manual CopemanHart electronic organ, the first of that size integrated into a concert hall, its sound coming
from the range of loudspeakers visible on the back wall. Fingers crossed.
CASEWORK REPORT by Hilary Brindley, Vice Chair (Planning)
Unity Square (formerly site of Sovereign House) Queens Bridge Road – adjacent to the
Station Conservation Area. The Civic Society’s Objection to this very tall, bulky and
dominating office development (for Government Offices) alas failed to influence the
Planning Officer’s Report which recommended this scheme for approval. However we were
in good company since Historic England also objected as the bulk of this development
because it would challenge the pre-eminence of the Castle in ‘the Southern Prospect’.
Approval came about because of the large number of jobs that would be created.
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Picture used by courtesy of West Bridgford Wire
4 Castle Gate: Change of use of the former Congregational Church to restaurant, café and
bar. The scheme is an interesting use for the building and certainly has positive aspects with
regards to its conversion. But the application was unclear. We said: Nottingham Civic
Society has reservations about the proposal to convert the former Grade II listed Church
Centre into a cafe / restaurant use because the application does not include sufficient
visualisation of the proposed interior spaces. It is not possible to judge, from the material
supplied, the impact of proposed alterations on features significant to the existing character
and appearance of the historic listed building. The use may well be appropriate, and the
retention and refurbishment of selected features is welcomed. However, the Heritage
Statement does not contain sufficient detail to justify the extent of the change - for example
the removal of most of the pews would undoubtedly affect the character of the former
Auditorium on the first floor and this level of intervention should be illustrated. The
application should not be processed any further without more information being supplied.
We were intrigued to see that they intended to refurbish the organ. It is the work of J J Binns
of Leeds, and it inspired Jesse Boot to use the same builder when he presented an organ to the
Albert Hall. Bearing in mind that twenty-five years ago the refurbishment of that (slightly
larger) organ cost a quarter of a million pounds and would cost twice that today, this would
be quite a challenge at Castlegate. When it was a Congregational church one of its ministers
was the Revd Silvester Horne, father of the comedian Kenneth Horne; a more recent minister
was the delightful Revd Elsie Chamberlain who every Sunday, well into her eighties, used to
take morning service in Nottingham and evening service in Plymouth.
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7 Second Avenue: I am drawing attention to this relatively minor application to refurbish a
Palladian-style house in the Sherwood Rise Conservation Area because it highlights the
conflict between ‘Passivhaus’ sustainability standards and the essence of historic buildings
and their appearance. The Civic Society has Objected to this scheme in the following
manner:
Nottingham Civic Society objects to the radical alterations proposed to a Victorian dwelling
in the Sherwood Rise Conservation Area which would undermine the historic character of the
building. Whilst the applicant's aim to improve the energy efficiency of the house is noted, the
alterations necessary to achieve the 'Passivhaus' rigorous standards would require too much
intervention, disfiguring the historic character of this building. It would damage the
appearance of the Conservation Area as a result.
It is telling that the website links provided in the Design & Access Statement only illustrate
external cladding and replicated details on modern buildings. No.7 Second Avenue is
completely unsuitable for this treatment. Removing any of the chimneys and raising the roof
to accommodate insulation would damage the original proportions of the building. Replacing
the full-length sliding sash windows with triple-glazed casements spoils the simple Palladian
symmetry of the principal (garden) elevation disfiguring the essential character of the
building and conservation area within which it sits. The alterations necessary to achieve the
applicant's aspirations in this building would be contrary to Local Plan policies.
(Passive house (German: Passivhaus) is a rigorous, voluntary standard for energy efficiency
in a building, which reduces the building's ecological footprint. It results in ultra-low energy
buildings that require little energy for space heating or cooling. A similar standard,
MINERGIE-P, is used in Switzerland. Passive house – Wikipedia)

450-452 Nottingham Road Old Basford Revised residential proposal incorporating the
Victorian former bank. The following comments were posted in Support of the scheme:
Nottingham Civic Society is pleased to support the latest amendment to the scheme for
residential development at the heart of Old Basford. The retention and incorporation of the
former bank on the most prominent corner of the site is welcomed. It is a vindication of the
Council's approach to the adoption of a Local List of buildings important in their
communities as conveying a sense of a rooted past and contributing to locally distinct identity
and character.
The scale of the new development at four storeys is considered acceptable, allowing the
retained Victorian building to be 'read' addressing the historic corner whilst being adapted
to a new use within a twenty-first century residential development. The consistent back of
pavement building line now proposed would reinforce the local Old Basford 'village'
character here.
Once it is approved, this scheme will be a good example of how the Civic Society has
championed Local List buildings, raising their profile as heritage assets and getting their
contribution to local distinctiveness and sense of place recognised in the planning process. In
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this case, the developer has been persuaded to change the design of the new building to retain
and refurbish the Victorian bank sited on the most prominent corner at the heart of Old
Basford.
66 London Road between Crocus Street and the Tinkers’ Leen. The following comments
have been posted:
Nottingham Civic Society supports the proposal to redevelop the prominent site fronting
London Road. The scale of the new building reflects other new development in the vicinity. It
is especially pleasing that the opportunity has been taken to retain and integrate the old
Walter Danks building, one of the few historic buildings left along London Road.
STOP PRESS: this has just received permission

From
this. . .

to
this?
(these two images and
the one below
reproduced
by courtesy of
Nottingham Post)
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OTHER DECISIONS:
Grove Hotel Castle Boulevard / Abbey Bridge: December Planning Committee refused
planning permission for the mixed use scheme for a ground floor pub with student
accommodation above. The Committee objected to the concentration of students and to the
overbearing mass of the extension. The Civic Society’s objection had related only to the
design of the extension in relation to the characterful local listed Grove Hotel building.

Colwick Hall Hotel: December Planning Committee granted permission for the free-standing
Function Suite to replace the unauthorised ‘temporary’ marquee which had disfigured the
appearance of the Grade II* listed Colwick Hall (by John Carr of York) for many years. The
siting of the new permanent building is controversial since in order to re-establish the open
setting of the principal Hall elevation once the marquee is removed, the permanent building’s
footprint would intrude upon mature Colwick Park landscape affecting a number of trees.
Despite objections from a number of bodies including the Civic Society, permission has been
granted in order to maintain a commercially viable tenant in the Grade II* listed building.
LOCAL LIST VOLUNTEERS
Board chair Alan Bates did sterling work in identifying, researching and describing some 450
buildings to go forward onto the city council’s Local List of historic buildings. This work,
plus research carried out by Clare Smith (formerly Clare Price) whom some of you met in her
walks round Basford, is coming to fruition via the city council Local List group where Ian is
now representing the Society and working with heritage strategy officer Alice Ullathorne,
conservation officer Tom Street and city archaeologist Scott Lomax. While this list has still
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formally to be adopted, there are no doubt buildings that have been missed, and information
on those already under consideration is sometimes in need of expansion.
In pursuit of this, Alice would be very happy to involve members of the Society interested in
photographing the buildings and where appropriate adding to the research already done in
such areas as architectural and social history. Also, please alert us to any buildings that you
think need this protection; photographs, date and architect would be very welcome!
Alice would welcome the opportunity to explain details more fully to interested members. In
the first instance please contact Hilary on hilarysilvester2002@gmail.com so that we can set
up a meeting with Alice.
A CHURCH AND A PUB
The forthcoming closure of Aspley Methodist Church was announced in the Nottingham Post
at the end of October last year. With the Methodists the importance lies in the Mission, not
the building, understandable in the way the Church sees its work but worrying for
conservationists. A major worry thirty-five years ago was the Albert Hall, and a more recent
one has been Parliament Street Methodist Church, both of which remain, transformed inside
(or planned to be) but still much the same outside.
A less well-known Methodist church, but no less important for that, is the one on Aspley
Lane. It forms an interesting pair with the adjacent Anglican church of St Margaret, and
they have always reminded Ian of the pairing of two churches in Hampstead Garden Suburb,
St Jude’s by Sir Edwin Lutyens with its prominent spire and the non-conformist church
nearby. In Aspley we have St Margaret’s with its prominent tower, and just along the road
the more streamlined and more moderne Methodist church. The work of Sutton & Burnett
and dating from 1932-3, it is an excellent inter-war piece. Its design is described as Dudokinfluenced, after the Dutch architect of the early twentieth century who in the interwar period
greatly influenced English architecture, particularly cinemas. We hope this building will
have a future, ideally with another faith group.
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And so to pubs. A worrying trend among Greene King houses has been to paint the
brickwork grey. Best quality Farrow & Ball grey, true, but not the natural colour of brick.
It has happened at The Fox on Valley Road, where it was done, we are told, “to give the
building more of a roadside presence.” We are concerned about the Beechdale, a fine pub
which would not gain at all from such treatment.
A success has been recorded at The Dale in Sneinton (W B Starr and Hall 1930). Although
not listable, it has many pleasing interwar features, and while demolition was feared it is now
proposed to have accommodation upstairs and retain a bar below. Good news.

Photo courtesy of Nick Molyneux
LONG STAIRS
When Nottingham was founded the Saxon borough occupied highly-defensible space on what we now
call the Lace Market escarpment. This did however make it somewhat inaccessible from the south,
as Malin Hill and Short Stairs demonstrate. There was also Long Stairs, a C19 thoroughfare cut off
for ever (so it seemed) with the building of the Cliff Road estate in 1933. However the assiduous
Janine Tanner and her team of volunteers from Notts History – Honour Our Heritage have restored it.
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Terry Fry offers historical notes on commemorative plaques erected around Nottingham by the City
Council, the Civic Society and others. He also describes a number of statues and busts to be found in
public places within the City, with guidance on their location.

As an update to Terry Fry’s invaluable book on plaques and public art, our member John
Howe has compiled a list of all city plaques, including those erected since this book was
published, and is currently working with Hilary on a map showing those in the city centre.
Thinking back to Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, our first plaque erected in recent
times was at Alan Sillitoe’s birthplace in Lenton Abbey.
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A new plaque has been erected in the Arboretum to suffragette Helen Kirkpatrick Watts
(1881-1972), daughter of the Vicar of Holy Trinity Lenton and a courageous woman who
suffered imprisonment in the cause of Women’s Suffrage.

Lillian Greenwood MP addresses the meeting
at the dedication of the plaque.

Far left at the front is Rowena Edlin-White,
who has written Helen Kirkpatrick Watts,
Nottingham Suffragette, 1881-1972 about this
pioneering suffragette’s life and career.

More details can be had at ro@edlin-white.net
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GILBERT SMITH DOUGHTY (1861-1909): FILLING THE GAPS by Alan Bates
The fullest account of the life and works of G S Doughty is that by Ken Brand in
Nottingham Civic Society’s Newsletter No. 81 of January 1990. A later version, updated in
2015 prior to its inclusion in the online archive being developed on the Society’s website, still
admits to gaps in the story. The aim of this article is to try to fill some of these gaps.
The England & Wales Birth Registration Index shows that Doughty’s birth was registered in
the final quarter of 1861 in the district of Radford. The description of him as an architect in
the 1881 census return seems premature, as at the age of 19 he was still studying. The
Nottinghamshire Journal of 31 December 1879 contains a long and enthusiastic review of an
exhibition of work by students of the Nottingham School of Art, including references to two
designs by young Doughty, one for a mantelpiece, the other for a church ‘deserving
commendation.’ (Note 1) Later reports in the Nottinghamshire Guardian note that he was
awarded a Queen’s Prize (5 March 1880), a Government Art Prize of the Third Grade (25
February 1881) and another Queen’s Prize in 1883 for his entry in the National Competition
at South Kensington: a design for a free library and museum. In March of that year
Doughty’s name appeared in the list of prize-winners alongside that of another young man
who was to make his name as a local architect: Hedley J Price.
By the following year (1884) he was in business. Now came those commissions for villa
residences in the Sherwood Rise area, to the north of Gregory Boulevard, which, according to
Beckett and Oldfield, had become popular among wealthy textile manufacturers with
interests in the satellite villages absorbed by Nottingham at the time of the Borough
Extension in 1877. (Gregory Boulevard itself was ‘well under way by 1880’.) (Note 2)
Among these commissions was Foxhall Lodge, the house Gilbert designed for his father
Edwin, on Gregory Boulevard itself, closer to the modest terraces of Forest Fields but
opposite the racecourse. Census returns provide clear evidence of the growth of the lace
industry in Nottingham in the second half of the nineteenth century. In 1861 Edwin Doughty,
living in Church Street Lenton, was described as a lace manufacturer employing 10 men, 31
boys and 3 girls. In 1881, living in Edwards Lane, he was named as an employer of 200 men,
200 women and 140 boys.
Foxhall Lodge, on the corner of Foxhall Road, still stands, billiard room and all, gables,
grand doorways, red brick with terracotta decoration, mullioned windows. Such features,
together with the sunflower motif on the hanging tiles and possibly the windows, suggest a
sympathy with the Queen Anne Revival style developed by better known architects in the
1860s. (Note 3) The surrounding garden is now a car park for the tenants of the serviced
offices which constitute the Foxhall Lodge Business Centre. On the boulevard to the left (as
one looks across from the Forest) the house Doughty designed for Mr Billyeald has been
converted and incorporated in the same complex, as has the villa Doughty designed for
Alderman Blackburn on the opposite corner of Foxhall Road, similarly grand, with a corner
turret, and, set in the wall to the right of the main entrance, an intricately carved and richly
coloured monogram: JB. The eastern end of Gregory Boulevard appears to have lost some its
grander Victorian houses to later inferior development; perhaps Foxhall Lodge and its
neighbours would have been lost if they had not been acquired by a company which, while
growing its business, declares its commitment to preserving buildings of architectural
interest. The company offers the same facilities (‘sophisticated contemporary office space’) at
2 King Street on the corner of Long Row (saleshop and offices by Marshall & Turner 1895.)
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Foxhall Lodge: photo by Alan Bates

As Ken Brand remarks, the years 1885-6 seem quieter before another surge in commissions
for villas between 1887 and 1889, but newspaper reports show that Doughty was active in
different areas. On 7 October 1886 the Nottinghamshire Journal carried a report on a
proposal for a new factory by Doughty in Ilkeston ‘to be erected at Ilkeston Junction, which
is fast becoming a large lace-making village and which is in Nottinghamshire on the border,
and thus escapes the heavier town rates of Ilkeston proper.’ The 1889 additions to St Paul’s
Hyson Green (chancel, organ and vestries) represent a move in yet another direction, as does
a commission from the Corporation of York (1890-1). Here is a notice from the Yorkshire
Gazette of 17 January 1891:
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TO CABINET MAKERS, The CORPORATION of YORK invite TENDERS for the
FURNISHING of the new Council Chamber, Guildhall, in accordance with the
Designs and Specification of Mr Gilbert S Doughty, Architect.
The success of this contract led to a close but short-lived association with the Lord Mayor of
York; newspaper accounts of the latter’s wedding in March 1891 and of his funeral six
months later, following his sudden death from typhoid, mention Doughty’s presence at both
ceremonies. As for the Guildhall itself, it sustained bomb damage during a Baedeker raid in
1942, and it is unclear whether the furnishings specified by Doughty survive.
The Borough Club in King Street Nottingham was also significant as a different kind of
commission. Opened in 1895, it occupied a prominent site - in a new street in the centre of
town - between Watson Fothergill’s premises for Jessop & Son (1896) and the timbered, red
brick building by Frederick Ball and Lamb that spans the opening to Greyhound Street (also
1896). The Club, for professionals and businessmen with no political affiliation, was a
substantial building in a style described in the Nottinghamshire Guardian of 1 June 1895 as
‘of a Renaissance type, freely treated, a combination of features more peculiar perhaps to
Northern Germany than to any other country.’ As historic photographs show, it had a real
presence in an important street, and its demolition in favour of a nondescript and
unsympathetic structure known as Fenchurch House was one of several acts of vandalism
committed in the 1960s in the heart of the Victorian city.
There is however something of a mystery here, as suggested by an earlier piece in the
Nottinghamshire Guardian (3 March 1894) on the list of tenders for the Borough Club works:
‘The design originally proposed by the late Mr G E Statham architect has been remodelled by
Mr G S Doughty architect who is now carrying out the work.’ Unfortunately the records
have not survived, but the 1895 article quoted above explains that the Club Committee had
selected Statham’s designs ‘from a number of competitive designs submitted’, but had turned
to Doughty after Statham’s untimely death shortly afterwards.
Statham’s is an unfamiliar name in the architectural history of Nottingham and the nature of
his association with Doughty (formal or informal?) is unknown, as are the reasons why the
Committee turned to Doughty, whose name clearly appears on the drawings which survive in
the Nottinghamshire Archives. As suggested above, the records are otherwise lacking,
though we know that Statham moved to Nottingham in 1889 from Matlock. One of his
buildings there was the landmark Old English Hotel on Dale Road (the A6 as it passes
through Matlock Bridge), which was completed in 1880, partly destroyed by fire and rebuilt
to the same design in 1884. On a larger scale was his work on Smedley’s Hydro, the biggest
and best known of the hydrotherapy establishments which flourished in the second half of the
19th century as Matlock became a spa town and resort. This building now houses the offices
of Derbyshire County Council. Outside Matlock, Statham was responsible for Bakewell’s
New Town Hall (1889-90), described by Clare Hartwell as ‘rather basic Elizabethan’ and
‘basic inside too.’ (Note 4)
One building in Nottingham known to be by Statham is at 1 Magdala Road, on the corner of
Mansfield Road, a villa commissioned by the well-to-do solicitor and developer Frederick
Acton. Converted in recent times to a hotel (St George’s), it is now part of the Best Western
Westminster Hotel. The date 1892 appears on a hopper head and it is arguable that this
house too shows some of the ‘Queen Anne’ features mentioned by Girouard. Further
research may yet uncover more information about Statham’s time in Nottingham and whether
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there was some kind of formal arrangement between him and Doughty. That such existed is
at least implied in the notice which appeared in the Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield
Herald of 23 December 1893 shortly after Statham’s sudden death at the age of 39 from
scarlet fever, informing readers that Mr G S Doughty, having taken over the practice of the
late Mr G E Statham, was to continue his work and attend twice weekly at the office lately
occupied by him at Matlock Bridge.
Further investigation may also reveal more information about Doughty’s work in Derbyshire
apart from the examples mentioned later in this article. He appears to have been less active
professionally in Nottingham in the years 1894-7, though marriage in 1894 to May
Edgcumbe Rendle and even perhaps the birth of a son in 1895 might account for this, at least
in part. There is evidence of withdrawal from another sphere of activity. Gilbert Smith
Doughty gentleman, who in 1887, following a path taken by several of his fellow
professionals, had been commissioned Second Lieutenant (supernumerary) in the Robin
Hoods and who had become a Captain in 1894 (London Gazette, 5 January), resigned his
commission in 1896 (London Gazette, 12 May.)
If there was a lull, 1896 marks an end to it. The block for Wright & Son in Carrington Street
(City Buildings, 1896-7) was obviously a major project. There was activity elsewhere too. A
Derbyshire Times report dated 9 February 1895 on a proposed new infants’ school at
Wirksworth ‘providing accommodation for an average attendance of 100, with ample
cloakrooms, lavatories, gymnasium and every appliance for modern tuition’ (all at a cost of
£650) may refer to a commission won by the Matlock office. An account from the same
source (31 July 1897) of the re-opening of the Baptist Chapel at Wirksworth mentions that
the entire work had been carried out after the designs and under the supervision of Mr G S
Doughty of Nottingham and Matlock. Finally, the Grantham Journal of 13 November 1897,
reporting the restoration of a chapel-of-ease at Cropwell Butler, notes that ‘Mr Gilbert Smith
Doughty of Nottingham very kindly consented to prepare the necessary plans.’
1898 brought plenty of work in Nottingham. His two blocks for Wright & Son on Derby
Road - Nos. 70-82 of 1899, ‘Flemish fin-de siècle’ and Nos. 106-24 (1898-9), ‘the pick of
the Flemish crop for their scale’, according to Elain Harwood (Note 5) - together with his
landmark pub the Thurland Hall (1898-1900), sealed his reputation as an architect of sizeable
projects in the city centre. Meanwhile his activity as surveyor continued, as illustrated by this
advertisement in the Nottinghamshire Guardian of 15 October 1898 relating to an auction of
lots of freehold building land at Bluebell Hill and Monk Street:
All the above lots are in a thickly populated locality, and are admirably suited for the
erection of small dwelling-houses. The sale offers an admirable opportunity to builders
and speculators.
Another notice in the Nottingham Journal of 28 June 1900 advertises the houses built for Mr
Truman (now mostly gone):
Semi-detached Villa Residences, Claremont Gardens, Sherwood Rise. The above
newly-erected, up-to-date Residences, containing 2 reception, five bedrooms, bath,
WCs, china closet, cycle house, store and boxroom; electric light throughout; decorated
to suit tenants; gardens in front, shrubbed and well laid out; rent £47. Apply G S
Doughty.
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1901-3 seem to have been busy years, though the work in the Lace Market for Mills appears
to have suffered a lengthy interruption between 1903 and 1905. It should be noted that
Doughty’s mother, Annie, ‘beloved wife of Edwin Doughty’, died in July 1903, and that
about a year later Edwin was married again - to Alice Rose Robinson. Edwin died in August
1907. A report in the Nottingham Journal of 7 November states that he left estate valued
£5966 14s 3d gross with net personalty of £1879 15s 6d. After bequests of £50 to his
executors (two employees of Edwin Doughty & Co Ltd) and of his personal effects to his
wife, the residue was divided equally between his wife and his two daughters.
The works carried out in the Lace Market early in 1907, including those for the executors of
P L Mills, do appear to be Doughty’s last in the city, though a small ad in the Nottingham
Evening Post of 20 May announcing a vacancy for an office boy (‘smart, well-educated,
shorthand typist preferred’) at 21 Victoria Street seems to indicate business as usual.
As for Doughty’s place of residence from 1902 to 1906, directories show him living in Manor
Park, Ruddington, the development of which followed the opening of the Great Central
Railway to passenger traffic in 1899. The land had been acquired by Philo Laos Mills when
he bought Ruddington Hall and its estate in 1896. Mills, an energetic American, had come to
England in 1873 to develop the Nottingham branch of the Mills & Gibb lace business
founded in New York. Having acquired British nationality, he played a leading part in the
commercial and public life of city and county, becoming a JP and even holding office as
High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire (1897-8). He was admired for his charitable and
philanthropic work, and, having taken over the Ruddington farms, achieved national
eminence as a stockbreeder, especially of Shorthorn cattle and Shire horses.
Targeting affluent professionals and businessmen willing to undertake the short commute to
Nottingham, Mills had eleven large houses built in an area designated ‘Manor Park’, to plans
by more than one architect, among them Doughty, who had drawn up the plans for his Lace
Market warehouses. Doughty’s design ‘Greetwell’ was pictured in The Builder in 1901, as,
incidentally, was a design by Heazell & Son, also of Nottingham. These substantial
properties and others of the same vintage may be seen today in what is now the Ruddington
Conservation Area. Although the name ‘Greetwell’ does not survive, it seems likely that this
is the house which Doughty himself rented during the years he spent at Manor Park. Details
of the properties made available when they were sold after Mills’s death make it clear that
most were rented out by him to well-to-do tenants.
By 1908 Doughty had moved from Manor Park to 3 Private Road, Sherwood, presumably
one of the houses he designed (1905-6) for Mr Truman, but he did not spend long there. At
some time in 1908 or 1909 he and his wife left Nottingham to live in Chiswick, in a mansion
block recently erected in the Chiswick High Road, not far from the Brentford home of his
wife’s mother and stepfather. His death was soon to follow. The circumstances of this
unfortunate event were reported in the Nottingham Daily Express on 27 December 1909, but
a much fuller account had appeared in the West London Observer on Christmas Eve. The
headline is blunt: EXCESSIVE DRINKING CAUSES DEATH. The first subheading shows
at least a degree of sympathy: CHISWICK MAN’S SAD END. The second - CORONER’S
SHARP CRITICISM - heralds a story.
The facts established at the inquest are as follows: Doughty had left his flat at Prebend
Mansions on the evening in question and gone to a public house (The Roebuck on Chiswick
High Road). There he had asked the licensee’s wife if he could speak to one of the barmaids.
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When the latter appeared, he presented her with a pair of gloves. As he was clearly drunk,
the landlady refused to serve him the gin and angostura he had tried to order. He was assisted
home, and later found dead by his wife on the floor of his bedroom following her return from
an evening out. The doctor who attended shortly after midnight said that death was due to
syncope from alcoholism accelerated by the accidental blow he had received on hitting his
head on the mantelpiece as the mansion block porter struggled to get him on to his bed. The
witnesses - cabman, porter, landlady, barmaid - all attested to his drunken state, the porter
adding that he had known Doughty for a year and had seem him drinking heavily for two or
three weeks. Mrs Doughty, called first, had acknowledged that her husband was a heavy
drinker, and that the previous year (1908) he had been ‘sent away to a home for a time in
consequence of his drinking habits.’
The report in the West London Observer concludes as follows:
The Coroner, in summing up, said the cause of death was clear, and it was for the jury
to consider whether they wished to add a rider to their verdict. Personally he
considered the conduct of the licensee’s wife was reprehensible, and it was encouraging
to these men to do this sort of thing. There was no doubt that for a time this man hung
about the public house in a drunken state to give a present to the barmaid. The better
course would have been, be he gentleman or no gentleman, for the licensee to have
turned him out at once, the same as they would have done anyone else.
The jury brought in a verdict in accordance with the medical testimony, adding a rider
to the effect that they considered the proprietress was actuated by the best of motives,
but they thought ‘she had committed an error of judgment in keeping the deceased on
the premises so long.’
The Nottingham Daily Express does not refer to the jury’s rider; thus the Nottingham public
read only about the evening’s events and the Coroner’s rather unsympathetic comments.
Doughty was not described as ‘the Nottingham architect’ but merely as a 47-year-old of
independent means. Did Nottingham pay later tribute to the man whose designs had
contributed significantly to the look of the Victorian city? Further research might eventually
yield an answer, but there does appear to be a certain reticence on the subject. Was
Doughty’s condition known? Was his sudden departure from Nottingham understood? Was
his reputation as architect overshadowed by a reputation as a drunk? Was his alcoholism a
factor behind his periods of apparent professional inactivity? We might now think we know
why he resigned his commission in the Robin Hood Rifles, why he and his wife spent census
night 1901 at the Portland Temperance Hotel in Carrington Street, right opposite City
Buildings, but until evidence shows otherwise we must acknowledge that answers to the
above questions will be purely speculative.
There is a bizarre footnote to this story. In the summer and autumn of 1922 the newspapers
were full of reports of an incident dubbed ‘the Kensington Shooting’, the ‘Kensington Love
Tragedy’, even the ‘Eternal Triangle’, and the inquest which followed it. Two young men,
employees of the Eastern Telegraph Company, fell out over a female colleague. One of
them, Harold Young, currently courting her, became upset when he discovered that she had
previously been engaged to the other man. The dispute became serious when the two men,
hitherto good friends, met up by appointment near Pontings department store in Kensington
High Street. Young challenged the other man to a duel, but the latter refused and turned to
walk away, only to be shot in the back by Young, who then held the gun to his own head and
killed himself. The attack was witnessed by others, and the victim, one Gilbert William
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Edgcumbe Doughty, cable layer, aged 26, was quickly taken to hospital. The inquest, having
heard evidence from the young lady and Young’s father, was adjourned until Doughty was
well enough to attend in August. The Illustrated Police News of 31 August 1922 gave the
story its usual sensational treatment, including a full page of illustrations imaginatively recreating the event. The report included the testimony of Harold Young’s father, who stated
that his son had returned from action in the Great War a changed man, suffering from
neurasthenia, and then Doughty’s mother (nee Edgcumbe), who had remarried and moved to
London after the death of Edwin and with whom Gilbert was staying at the time.
It is, however, the Nottingham Journal of 28 August 1922 that brings the story to a poignant
end, linking Gilbert Doughty the ‘cable-telegraphist’ shot in Kensington with the Nottingham
architect of the same name. The report is inaccurate on two counts, firstly in stating that the
architect’s death occurred ‘some 15 or 20 years ago’, and secondly in saying that it had taken
place in Ruddington. At least the reporter manages to describe Gilbert Smith Doughty as a
man of ‘considerable prominence’ in his profession, citing in evidence the Borough Club and
the Bridlesmith Gate premises of Smart & Brown. No tribute in 1909, just this mention
thirteen years later, a brief recognition in the local press of the contribution of Gilbert Smith
Doughty to the architectural heritage of the city of Nottingham.
Notes
1 Press articles in the British Newspaper Archive accessed by subscription to
findmypast.com
2 J Beckett and G Oldfield: Greater Nottingham and the City Charter, from A Centenary
History of Nottingham (2006)
3 M Girouard: Sweetness and Light - The Queen Anne Movement 1860 -1900
4 C Hartwell et al: Derbyshire (2016) (The Buildings of England series)
5 E Harwood: Nottingham (2008) (Pevsner Architectural Guides)
***************************************************************************

Among the groups we are linked to is the Friends of University Park.
Their events programme for 2019 is in preparation, but their first event is:
Guided Bird Spotting Walk with Christopher Hall
Sunday 3rd March, 10am Meet at the Lakeside Arts Centre
Join Chris Hall from New Horizons who will lead a walk around University Park in
search of bird life. Previous walks have encountered birds like Heron,
Goosander, Great Crested Grebe, Peregrine Falcon, Buzzard, Stock Dove,
Great Spotted and Green Woodpeckers, Kingfisher, Mistle Thrush, Goldcrest,
Nuthatch, Treecreeper and Coal Tit. You might be surprised just how many birds
can be seen here, and learn a few bird sounds along the way.
Charge £4 per person.
Booking required by email: BW-FOUP-Events@exmail.nottingham.ac.uk
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BRITAIN FROM THE AIR
English Heritage have produced a free website called Britain from the Air.
The pages for Nottingham are very extensive and have aerial photos from the about 1924
through to the 1950s. There are 7 pages relating to Nottingham totalling 374 aerial photos.
The photos are free to download providing they are not used for profit or gain.
The home page is:
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en
and the Nottingham pages start at:
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/search?keywords=nottingham&country=england&y
ear=all
There are some brilliant photos of the city centre from 1925 to the 1950s, one highlight being
the widening of Trent Bridge in 1924.
Type any town or place in the search box and a wonderful array of photos are shown.
(information from Kevin Powell)

Best wishes
Hilary Silvester
hilarysilvester2002@gmail.com

Ian Wells
ianwells62@gmail.com
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