NEWSLETTER SPRING 2017
Dear Member
The big news is that Nottingham is one of the first ten areas to be adopted by Historic
England (formerly English Heritage) as a Heritage Action Zone.
Historic England says: “Historic places can become symbols of deprivation and dilapidation
rather than regeneration and renewal. We want to unlock the potential, so that these places
become focal points for sustainable economic development and community life; working with
local partners, we will focus our help and resources to bring them back to life.”
Nottingham City’s Heritage Strategy and Conservation Officers are leading this initiative,
which will look at the environment and townscape with particular focus on three of our
designated Conservation Areas: Old Market Square (which also embraces a fairly wide
surrounding area), the Lace Market, and Sneinton Market.
As well as looking at streetscapes generally, including shopfronts design, street furniture and
so on, the project will focus on describing and classifying Buildings At Risk and also the
revision and enhancement of listed building descriptions.
The Heritage Strategy Officer is seeking the assistance of the Civic Society as local partners
in these activities. Full training and support will be given; any member who is interested
should contact us in the first instance via hilarysilvester2002@gmail.com
This is an important project in which we can help to protect and promote our Nottingham
heritage.
ANGEL ROW LIBRARY
This stands of course in the Old Market Square
conservation area and it has been the subject of angry
debate since news broke that it would be relocated and
the site redeveloped. No information has been given
as to where this new location will be, and the absence
of a central library is hardly fitting in a City of
Literature as Nottingham has so proudly become.
We are told that the façade would be kept, but what of
Caffe Nero, the former bank?
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HIGHFIELDS LAUNCH
Better news is that a long-awaited Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) project was officially
launched earlier this month when Councillor Dave Trimble cut the first sod in Highfields
Park triggering the commencement of restoration and development work in this (listed) park
commissioned by Lord Trent (Jesse Boot) in the 1920s as a gift for the people of Nottingham.
It is adjacent to the University of Nottingham and enhances its setting, particularly the Trent
Building with its landmark tower rising above the lake.
The lake itself has in fact
been a major cause of delay
in getting the project started,
as an appropriate disposal
scheme had to be devised to
deal with the considerable
amount of silt accumulation.
However a solution has now
been found and work can go
ahead.
Machinery is now on site
creating an “adventure golf”
miniature course on the
grassed area near the eastern
entrance to the Park, and work is also going ahead on restoring the much-admired
rhododendron border along University Boulevard.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Many thanks to all of you who have renewed your subscription this year; it’s good to
welcome you back.
If by any chance you have still to do so, please send your subscription to:
Ian Wells, 4A Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham NG3 2PR
(if you wish to pay electronically please contact ianwells62@gmail.com for details)
And please consider Gift Aiding your subscription if possible; it costs you nothing and
greatly helps the Civic Society,

LAMBLEY ALMSHOUSES IN THE NEWS! CIVIC SOCIETY AWARD
by Chris Weir
On Tuesday 6th December Lambley Almshouses received a Commendation from the Civic
Society for the building’s restoration by Pelham Architects for the Nottingham Community
Housing Association. The restoration was first class and fully respected the original form
and building materials of the original ‘houses’.
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The Civic Society Award was presented by Hilary Silvester, Executive Chair of the Civic
Society (centre), and Chris Weir (centre, behind her) attended as a Board Member of the
Civic Society and as President of the Lambley Historical Society.
But why are Lambley Almshouses so called? The almshouses are on Woodborough Road,
near the junction with Hungerhill Road, well inside the Nottingham City boundary.
The title of the almshouses lies in their origin. This can be traced back to a title deed in
Nottinghamshire Archives (CA 5603) which is part of a collection of records relating to the
Lambley Charity. The title deed is dated the 24th May 1655 and under its terms a total of
104 acres of land in Lambley was to be conveyed from Elizabeth and Edward Willoughby to
John Parker, Mayor of Nottingham, William Drury and William Bayley for £600. At first
the rents and profits from this land were to be applied by the Corporation for the
apprenticeship of the sons of ‘poor Burgesses’. A map of the land in Lambley is included in
an account book of the early 1800s (CA 5640). Burgesses were citizens of the town who
conducted crafts and trades, held rights in the common fields and who could stand for public
office.
However, during the early 1800s, moves within the Common Council of the Corporation led
to a decision to end the apprenticeships and to find a site to build Lambley Charity
Almshouses ‘for the support of decayed burgesses’. A site was eventually found on Derby
Road (just off the hill leading in/out of Nottingham, an area known as the Sandhills)) and this
provided 22 dwellings for poor burgesses or their widows. One list (CA 5636/2, 1815))
reveals that Sarah Milner, aged 59, who lived on the ground storey, centre wing, was the
widow of Thomas Milner, the Town Crier. The Derby Road houses had been opened in 1814
but the land had been expensive and the Charity carried a considerable burden of debt. At the
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turn of the century it was therefore decided to sell the Derby Road site and move to the
present position on Woodborough Road. The new Lambley Almshouses were built in 1897
and at this site they have resided over the years, with mixed fortunes, until their recent
restoration and a brand new lease of life.

A handsome stone plaque records the origin of the almshouses in Lambley parish.
WHERE TO GO IN NOTTINGHAM
OK, so we pinched the title from a 1965 London Good Loo Guide subtitled “Where to go in
London”. It was compiled by Jonathan Routh, best remembered as the deviser of Candid
Camera, while for those toilets he could not enter his reviewer (and partner in crime) was
Jennifer Paterson, later one of the Two Fat Ladies. Nottingham, by comparison, has very
few public toilets, but a hidden gem can be found at Trent Bridge, adjacent to the former
Town Arms, later the (currently closed but hopefully re-opening) Riverbank. The toilets too
are closed, which no doubt explains their survival (why do some people regard public loos as
a challenge?). And their survival is so complete that they have now been listed Grade 2.
Our congratulations to Jonathan Hughes for successfully putting them forward. While one
hesitates to claim them as Nottingham’s answer to the Philharmonic Hotel in Liverpool,
where even the Gents is included in tours of the building, these Trent Bridge toilets are
certainly very fine, as these pictures show:
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A Meadows resident recalls: My memory of the toilets at Trent Bridge is they were kept pristine by the
women who oversaw them. The brass and copper pipework and door handles sparkled and there were always
fresh flowers. At the time I didn't think anything of it because all public toilets seemed equally clean. Now I realise
just how dedicated those women were.

Which leads us to . . . THE MEADOWS
At the beginning of this millennium Environment Committee member and planning
consultant Jules Renfrew compiled a major study of the Old Meadows with a view to getting
it declared a conservation area. Sadly her endeavours were not rewarded, but recently
interest has been aroused again, not least because of the listing of the Embankment pub and
the above-mentioned toilets, not to mention the bandstand on the Embankment and of course
the City’s war memorial both of which
feature in the Statutory Lists. And
there are enough unspoilt buildings in
the area to make the declaration of a
conservation area a viable prospect.
The Historic England report for the
toilets talks of their importance in a
group with the entrance to the Victoria
Embankment, which leads us to wonder
if Topknot might be listable for Group
Value. It has some very fine features:
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Typical crow-stepped gables for a pleasing
1904 building, a seemingly original door and
some impressive faience on the front elevation,
plus its landmark position as you cross Trent
Bridge and its location between two listed
buildings: could help towards listing for group
value certainly!

THE PROSPECT FOR PUBS
While a number of rather tired public houses are being revivified and some new pubs are in fact being
opened, there is a sad and steady trend of pub closures throughout the country in both urban and rural
areas. Many pubs are described as ‘community assets’, and indeed provide a focus for communities
to congregate and socialise, to promote events, to welcome families and so on, but many of these are
proving to be less that economic to run, leading to closure and the loss of a historic and important
social amenity. The recent news of the raising of business rates is bad news both for small retail
businesses – in themselves community assets and important for choice and variety on the High Street
and in local neighbourhoods – and for public houses, and is an arena in which we should be raising
our voices. Once we have lost our pubs we have lost both a social asset but also a very distinctive
element of the streetscape, history and character of the country.
A more helpful and hopeful move for pub buildings may be in the pipeline via the House of Lords
who have proposed an amendment to the Neighbourhood Planning Bill now going through Parliament
to remove permitted development rights relating to pubs.
Permitted development rights allow the change of use or demolition of pubs without going through
the planning process. Many pubs affected by these proposed changes in the Bill are heritage assets.
The Bill now returns to the Commons for consideration of the Lords’ amendment; we must hope that
the Commons have the sense and sensitivity to ratify this amendment.
Too many pub buildings have disappeared, some overnight, for lack of any protection, and certainly
pubs such as the Red Cow on Windmill Lane and the John Barleycorn on Nuthall Road were worthy
buildings in their own right which should not have been torn down, leaving not just sadness at the loss
of distinctive buildings, but also seemingly permanent gaping holes.
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SNEINTON
MARKET
SNIPPETS
It is good to see the
impact that the
Creative Quarter
organisation is
having on the
Sneinton Market
area, one of the
focus Conservation
Areas included in
the city’s Heritage
Action Zone. As a
result of CQ’s bid
for European
funding, many of
the former wholesale market inter-war warehouses have now been restored and converted
into start-up, creative and small business accommodation, some of which are already
occupied. Numbers will no doubt be enhanced by the removal of the embargo on selling
goods from the units (originally in place as the accommodation was intended for design, craft
and manufacture rather than retail, but now removed in the interests of practicality and
pragmatism). It is hoped that this will become an even more thriving commercial enterprise
as part of the HAZ initiative; and it is certainly encouraging to see buildings which were at
one time destined for demolition being given a new lease of life.
One building at the opposite end of Bath Street has
very strong connections with Sneinton and with
Nottingham’s history, with William Booth’s
birthplace just up the road in Notintone Place. The
Salvation Army Central Mission, known to many, like
other SA places of worship, as the Citadel, may in
future become part of the Sneinton Market CA: a
very appropriate addition.
And so to a building at the Carlton Road side of the
Market - but not one of which General Booth would
have approved. The Edwardian public house
(1905/6), most recently know as Peggers, but
unoccupied for many years, began life as the Fox and
Grapes, but acquired the sobriquet Pretty Windows
due to the attractive treatment of its upper glazing bars. For many years, while the
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market occupied the site, the pub had a licence to open in the
early hours of the morning to cater for traders, porters an so on who were engaged in the
business of the market; similar arrangements obtained in pubs in Covent Garden and, indeed,
in Newstead Colliery Village and in Newark. Perhaps its greatest and somewhat ghoulish
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claim to local fame is as the site of a still-unsolved murder which took place in the middle of
the last century and around which many rumours still circulate.

However, its
importance currently is
that this building, which
we feared might
become too dilapidated
to repair has now been
rescued and will soon,
we hope, be brought
back to life, hopefully
as a public house. It
would be nice to see the
original fenestration
totally replicated, but
meanwhile we must
rejoice at the pub’s
rebirth and wish it
every success.
Image from Picture the
Past. The “pretty
windows” can clearly
be seen on the ground
floor.

CANAL STREET CHAOS
Civic Society members who struggled to get to our March lecture meeting may well have given up in
despair at the gridlock created by the temporary closure of Canal Street.
Was this a taste of things to come? The Civic Society warned of a chaos scenario when the
Broadmarsh/Station area traffic plans were first launched at the end of 2015. The proposed
pedestrianisation of Collin Street and restricted access to Canal Street, with private vehicles re- routed
along Queens Road can, it seems to us, only lead to permanent gridlock.
Add to these the recent news of possible repair or demolition of the Broadmarsh Car Park and
Nottingham’s southern approaches may well become a roadblock rather than a gateway to the city: an
enormous shame in view of the excellent restoration and upgrading of the Midland Station and the
townscape improvements currently being undertaken in the Carrington Street area.
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A good example of what is happening
in Carrington Street. An excellent
coffee shop whose interior recalls a
former use.
The renewal of Carrington Street is a
most important project, restoring as it
will a sense of connectivity and also
of “belonging” between the railway
station and the city centre, and not
just a place you pass by as you hurry
to work or to your train home.

TWO MORE CONSERVATION AREAS
A conservation area has recently been declared in Bulwell. As well as its nineteenth-century
survivals, with housing particularly recalling when there was a mine at the top of Commercial
Road, there are much older buildings right in the centre of town, notably Strelley House of
1699 with its associated dovecote, restored by the Civic Society and bizarrely sited between a
modern garage and a computer repair shop across the road from Morrisons.
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Another place with clear potential as a conservation area is Old Basford. Many old buildings
survive, although they do not make up a co-ordinated whole as in the Old Meadows.
However there is a landmark pub which has been converted and survives, the White Swan:

This confronts you as you traverse
the “Basford Wiggle”, that
extraordinary road layout which
takes you from the Ring Road, past
the historic church of St
Leodegarius (a saint who evidently
gives his name to the well-known
horse race the St Leger) and up past
the site of Basford Flats and
eventually to Cinderhill and the
M1. Nearby are the Basford
Maltings, now student
accommodation, and the old
brewery building with its dominant chimney, restored with Civic Society assistance when
threatened with demolition some years ago.There is the Lion and Crown pub, partly very old,
with a line of interesting houses beyond it. There are two other pubs, one converted, the
other boarded up but still standing and creating, as pubs often did, a viewpoint at the end of
the road, in this case at the entrance to the inter-war Whitemoor Estate.
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RALEIGH ROLLS ON: Hilary Silvester recalls a family connection

Many of us must have delighted in the recent BBC4 documentary on the Raleigh Cycle
Company. At times it seems that Nottingham has forgotten its erstwhile industrial past, with
only Boots of the ‘big three’ (Players was the other major employer), still extant in the city.
I had a particular interest in the programme as my father worked in Raleigh’s offices on
Lenton Boulevard for 30-odd years, and the company was thus a background to my
childhood. In those days, the background was also quite often in the foreground, as the
Company was, like others through the greater part of the 20th century, very much a
paternalistic and philanthropic concern.
Families were welcomed and catered for by means of activities at the Raleigh Athletic Club
(the sports ground on Coach Road at Wollaton) including family sports days, and other
activities in the magnificent ballroom on the first floor of Head Office; I can recall attending
a Christmas bazaar when, apparently, I was about 18 months old – my earliest memory I
imagine.
I can also recall my father spending two weeks at the company’s convalescent home in
Sutton-on-Sea, and seaside outings organised for the employees, in addition to such facilities
as subsidised canteen meals and the staffed sick room – perhaps particularly essential in view
of the machinery in the factory.
There was also the magazine, the The Raleigram, and numerous clubs and societies which
employees were encouraged to join, including a dramatic society which played an important
part in my father’s life: the stage on which he performed over 60 years ago is still there at
the end of the ballroom.
Indeed, a surprisingly large part of the Head Office buildings remains in its original form,
even though the 28 acres of factory buildings have now been subsumed by other
developments, including those now occupied by the University of Nottingham. The main
office building, with its imposing façade, was designed by Cecil Howitt and one can see
echoes of the splendid inter-war civic style of the Council House, in the portico and the grand
entrance hall of the Raleigh building, with its double staircase still intact, its putti/cupid
decorations over the doors, wonderful woodwork in the Board Room and the dimensions of
its huge and impressive ballroom (it’s no wonder I remembered it!).
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The building is now run by Nottingham City Council as the Lenton Business Centre, with start-up
businesses, lettings for events and so on, and they are to be congratulated for caring for it and
celebrating an important part of local and national industrial and social history. And, by the way, I
still have the ashtray which was given to long-standing staff members all those years ago.
(Picture of Lenton Boulevard exterior from Picture the Past)
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WOLLATON HISTORICAL and CONSERVATION
SOCIETY

Wollaton Cottages Survey
Andrew Hamilton describes this fascinating project
A considerable amount of research has been undertaken into the Willoughby/ Middleton Family and
their home at Wollaton Hall, but almost no research has been undertaken into their tenants, how they
lived, worked and died. This project, into the domestic vernacular architecture of the cottages in
which they lived, is aimed to correct, in
some small way that imbalance.
THE
IMPORTANCE
OF
WOLLATON:
The
Willoughby
/Middleton family owned all, but one
acre, of Wollaton Parish for over 600
years. Not only did they own the land, but
they also owned every cottage so
controlling the lives of every one of their
tenants. Then, in 1924, as a result of
death duties they decided to sell the Hall
and Park to the City Council and the
following year to sell the remainder of the
Estate by public auction. The Sales
Catalogue (below) lists every cottage, so
giving us a unique insight into the size
and condition of each.
In addition, before the Middleton family finally left Wollaton they also gave the University, their
important archive of Estate Papers. These have provided us with a unique source of information. So,
for example, a list in 1637 shows that there were then 63 households in Wollaton, but by 1787 that
had grown to over 100 and had only increased slightly by 1911, when there were then 112
households. Those included five larger houses and eight semi-detached dwellings for senior mining
staff, on what is now
Bridge Road. However all
the remaining villagers
lived in cottages which are
shown on the 1863 Survey
Map of Wollaton (above).
The sale of the Estate in
1925 meant the end of a
way of life that had not much altered since the Norman Conquest in 1066. Now, as the City expanded
westwards, open fields were covered with new housing and a number of the old cottages were
demolished. Development continued after the War and is still continuing today, so nothing now
remains of the open countryside of the 1920’s.
We knew that a number of cottages remained near the Village Square, fortunately saved from
developers in the 1960’s, but we did not realise how many more had survived, hidden within, or
behind, the subsequent housing development.
THE SURVEY BEGINS: So in 2013 the Society decided that we should try and discover more about
our cottages, when they were built and whether they contained any interesting historic features. At the
same time we are also, using the censuses, trying to discover who lived in each cottage, what work
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they did, how many children they had and how they
managed to live in such cramped accommodation.
As a result we wrote to cottage holders and asked if we
could look inside their homes to see if we could
discover any hidden secrets behind their closed doors.
To date we have looked inside seventeen of the
surviving 40 or so cottages that survive: the results have
been quite amazing.
In two of the cottages, all built apparently in brick, we
discovered stone walls, either in the
interior or exterior. It appears that these
cottages may date to the period of the
surviving “Stone Cottage” (left) which our
research shows was The Chantry built by
Sir Richard Willoughby in the 1460’s.
In our limited investigation so far, we have
also discovered: many cottages have
substantial exposed timbers, we have found
some roof rafters that have obviously been
reused, many have doors made of a three panels,
original hinges and door fittings, fire surrounds, some
early windows and cellars all with similar thralls. An
external examination also suggests that the cottages
were not all built at the same time. Some are faced in
brick, others are rendered, some may have originally
have had different uses, such as a barn. These photographs show some of
exciting discoveries too date.
OUR EXPERT: If so much is revealed by such a cursory glance by
amateurs,
what
might be discovered by professionals?
So we have now sought professional
help from Matthew Hurford of
Trent and Peak Archaeology, who
will train up our volunteers to act as a
support team. Matt has undertaken a similar project, funded by the Heritage Lottery, at Norwell, near
Southwell (TTS.2010 Vol.114) and one funded by English Heritage in Southwell itself. Both projects
were volunteer led with training provided by Matt in identifying vernacular houses of historic interest
for further analysis, including dendrochronology and detailed recording. He is an expert in
dendrochronology with his work regularly appearing in the Tree-ring Dates List of the journal
Vernacular Architecture.

THE AIM OF THE PROJECT: We would like to visit the cottages in Wollaton that we have not
yet examined, to see what, if anything survives of their historic past. We would also like to revisit
cottages we have previously visited, so that we can draw plans of these and also to allow Matt to
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consider if dendrochronology would assist in helping us to discover when they were built. Matt
will then organise an expert to do the actual tests, they will not damage the timbers!
In due course we may be able to say which cottages were in existence in 1637 or 1787 and who might
have lived in them. It will provide us with a real social history of the “real” people of Wollaton.

For further information please contact: Andrew Hamilton Chairman WHaCS
anrhamilton@hotmail.co.uk or 0115 9255476

This project is supported by Nottingham Civic Society of which Andrew is
a Vice President and former Chairman
TRIBUTES
We regret to record the deaths of two long-standing members of the Society.
Muriel Mitchell was the widow of Professor Tony Mitchell, a Vice Chair of the Society and
author of its booklet Nottingham’s Hospitals
Derek Little, long associated with the Victorian Society and the Thoroton Society, was a stalwart
of the Castle Shop. Always brimming over with energy, he enlivened any gathering with his
enthusiastic presence.
From the wider community we note the passing of Dame Jennifer Jenkins. For forty years
associated with that wonderful body the Ancient Monuments Society, which declared that “she
was the most influential player in the development of the Conservation Movement in those forty
years”, and told us that “she had a particular passion for that comparatively new invention, the
Conservation Area”. She went on to become Chair of the Historic Buildings Council, Chair of
the National Trust and a “significant player” in the Heritage Lottery Fund. Well used to politics
through her marriage to Roy Jenkins, another family connection of interest to us was her father,
Sir Parker Morris, he of the Parker Morris Standards for the internal planning of Council Houses.
Sir Peter Mansfield, a Londoner despite his “local” surname, worked for many years at the
University of Nottingham. His pioneering work on the MRI scanner has been of benefit to many
people indeed. There is a Nottingham tram named after him, deservedly so.
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2017 DIARY: FORTHCOMING LECTURES
Please note that as from the April meeting all lectures will take place at the Nottingham
Mechanics, 3 North Sherwood Street, Nottingham NG1 4EZ. 0115 941 7353
This is immediately opposite the Orange Tree pub and the corner of the former Fire Station.
Refreshments are available at the Mechanics or else nearby.
There is on-street car parking, or you may prefer to use either the Victoria Centre or Trinity
Square car parks.
Buses from the north and the west of the City stop nearby. Those from the east stop in King
Street / Queen Street with a short walk from the Theatre Royal. Those from the south stop in
the Square; you may find it convenient to take a tram from South Parade to the Nottingham
Trent University stop with a short walk along Shakespeare Street.
Tuesday 11 April

Hilary Brindley & Pete Smith: Nottingham’s Conservation Areas

Tuesday 9 May

Annual General Meeting

Please also note that from the October meeting our lecture pattern will change so that
lectures take place on the THIRD Tuesday of the month,
Tuesday 17 October

Tom Huggon: George Green, Miller & Mathematician

Tuesday 21 November
Council Housing

Chris Matthews & Dan Lucas: Nottingham’s Pioneering

Tuesday 19 December:
tree decorations

Pete Smith: Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree (a history of

News of local visits will be available shortly, also details of a summer visit to Boston

Best wishes
Hilary Silvester
hilarysilvester2002@gmail.com

Ian Wells
ianwells62@gmail.com

(please use only these email addresses, disregarding any others you may have)
e-communication enables Nottingham Civic Society subscriptions and other costs to be kept
down. If you been sent a hard copy of this newsletter and can receive it electronically, do
please let us know; e-communication also allows us to send you instant alerts and reminders
about our activities, plus other news of interest, all of it in full colour
www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk
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