NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY
Newsletter No 2 Autumn 2016
Dear Member
Welcome to our second e-newsletter and our new masthead, courtesy of our webmaster Mike
Astill. Nice to be able to see the Council House across the Square: its façade tends to
disappear when the Square is occupied with the various entertainments that make it vibrant,
and when there is nothing the Square can seem very bleak and – at night – quite threatening.
A number of features for the new Square failed to materialise, but one essential is decent
lighting, not just there but in several locations nearby, particularly those adjacent to bus-stops
by the Post Office and Boots. The night-time economy is recognised as an important part of
our city’s future, but that city needs to be safe at night too.
LONDON ROAD AND THE LACE MARKET “CLIFF”
Fans of Yes Minister will recall this demonstration of what the Cabinet Secretary called
Politicians’ Logic: “Something must be done; this is something; therefore we must do it.”
It is perfectly true that something has needed to be done about London Road island for nearly
forty years, ever since the demolition of St Patrick’s church in the summer of 1979.

The Civic Society has never opposed development of the site, but it opposes inappropriate
development that obscures views of the historic Lace Market escarpment (where Nottingham
was founded), that causes loss of amenity for nearby residents, and goes totally against the
City council’s own policies on the location of tall buildings.
Hence our anger and our
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astonishment at the permission being granted for a ten-storey block of flats at the eastern end
of the site. Our objections
made the front page of the
Nottingham Post when the
scheme became known last
July, the entire Planning
Committee and appropriate
officers were circulated with
our extremely closelydetailed objections
immediately prior to the
committee meeting: and then
councillors approved the
scheme by nine votes to five.

The ten-storey block will stand near the site of the car wash, affecting the setting of Plumptre
House (the white building on the right) and looming up against Trivett Square (top left).
It is the height of this tower that we have objected to.
There is another threat to the upper part of this view. There has been a bomb site on High
Pavement since the night of Nottingham’s blitz in May 1941. It supplies a sort of breathing
space in the range of buildings and allows a view to the listed warehouses opposite at the top
of Hollowstone. Next to the bomb site is the former St Mary’s vicarage, with space (now car
parking) behind; and next to that is the elegant Lace Market House with its prominent
Venetian window. And riding above it all, as it has since 1500, the tower of St Mary’s. To
look up at this view is to see the history of Nottingham: St Mary’s had existed for the best
part of three hundred years before the present church was begun, and we can see the
eighteenth- , nineteenth- and twentieth-century buildings that reflect the city’s history and
development since that time. So what do we have now but a scheme (the second revision of
a scheme that got planning permission a few years ago) that will push its way forward to the
edge of Malin Hill and block views of Lace Market House and the church.
(Sorry about the traffic lights; the
Civic Society is campaigning against
excessive street furniture)
To the right of the traffic lights can
be seen the warehouses on the north
side of Hollowstone. This view will
be blocked by the new development
which will fill the space back to the
Venetian-windowed building,
affecting precious views.
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Not far away is The Loggerheads
on Cliff Road, the last survivor of
the Narrow Marsh. Dating from
c.1825, it was a pub till the
beginning of this century, then a
restaurant. With no original
interior features it is unlikely to be
listable, although it has some
interesting caves. It is in a
conservation area, and a matter of
great concern for us as to the best
way of protecting it: maybe the
intended Local List?

Players Bonded Warehouses
We were pleasantly surprised
when nobody objected to our
submitting the Players Bonded
Warehouses for listing earlier
this year. Sadly, after the
failure to get the Horizon
Factory listed last year, we were
not surprised when Historic
England turned down the
Bonded Warehouses for listing,
claiming that they were not
innovative and that they had
suffered several alterations.
Well, they used the same design
as the now-demolished Wills’s warehouses in Bristol so are now unique, and the alterations
are pretty minor. As a distinguished historian recently remarked, there will soon be no sign
of Players ever having been in this city, where we know that with Boots and Raleigh they
made the city what it is.
STREET FURNITURE
We mentioned above the clutter caused by street furniture and our involvement in various
initiatives to reduce it. Among useful articles of street furniture however are bus shelters,
which means that the name of J C Decaux is familiar to every commuter. This is the place to
note the passing of the man himself. Jean-Claude Decaux died last summer at the age of 78.
An enterprising Frenchman, his empire began when he put up posters for the family shoe
shop in Beauvais and, as they say, never looked back, leaving some $6.5 billion.
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SO NOW THE GOOD NEWS . . .
41 Pilchergate
Sited just up from Fletchergate carpark and the Watson Fothergill warehouse next to it, 41
Pilchergate has always defied the reverence that architectural historians give to it. Is it really
the oldest house in Nottingham (doesn’t look like it). And has it really got that beautiful
staircase inside? Well see for yourself:

Executive Chair and Developer descending a staircase
Mind you the rest of the building is a challenge, and Mark Cavell is to be commended for
taking it on. The staircase is lovely to climb, with those nice shallow risers. How dreadful
to think that eleven years ago there was a serious proposal to demolish.
Civic Society Commendations
As members are aware, the Civic Society has for many years had a Commendation scheme
(formerly Mark of the Month) to recognise and celebrate work which enhances the
appearance or environment of the city. These Commendations can be awarded for a whole
range of projects ranging from a large structure such as a new hotel or health centre, through
the refurbishment of historic buildings down to ‘mini-works’ such as the restoration of
railings or a porch.
The prime criterion is that the work should be in the public domain i.e. in a building
accessible to the public or easily seen from the thoroughfare.
We are always pleased to hear of prospective candidates for a Commendation, so please do
get in touch if you are aware of an appropriate piece of work.
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Recent Commendations:

Nottingham Playhouse, Wellington Circus, NG1 5AF Environmental Upgrade. A
scheme to improve the use of energy, including new draught lobbies and insulation. We
were particularly pleased to see that these improvements had been very carefully designed to
maintain the original appearance of this Grade II* listed building by Peter Moro (1961-63),
the draught lobby at the entrance being in fact part of Moro’s original design.
Awards to: Nottingham Playhouse Trust, Marsh Grochowski Architects, Gleeds, Robert
Woodhead Ltd, Future Factory NTU
Dance4, 2 Dakeyne Street, Carlton Road, NG3 2AR Conversion of former hosiery
factory to create dance workshops/studios. Imaginative re-use and excellent design and
finish for new use.
Awards to: Dance4, Wates Construction, Mabers Architects, Nottingham City Council.

5

Lambley Almshouses,
Woodborough Road, NG3 4JN
Refurbishment of late-Victorian
almshouses, previously in a very
dilapidated condition.
Originally designed by Arthur
Brown, City Architect who did
the Victoria Baths “tower” block
and the suspension bridge on the
Victoria Embankment..
Awards for the Almshouses to:
Nottingham Community
Almshouse Charity
NCHA Direct Maintenance
Service
Pelham Architects

WAVE THE GREEN FLAG
The City of Nottingham has now come top of the league nationally for the number of Green
Flags awarded to its parks and community open spaces. These awards are given annually
following rigorous inspections and are subject to follow-up inspections in subsequent years.
At a time when parks are under siege nationally, with a newly-launched campaign to continue
to support the country’s parks through public funding, we should be particularly pleased and
grateful to Nottingham City Council for its continued enthusiasm and support for all of the
city’s green spaces.
Among the community
open spaces to receive
a Green Flag for the
first time this year is
the Community Garden
at Green’s Mill,
Sneinton. On the lofty
heights just behind the
Mill lay a disused
allotment; this has been
rescued and recreated
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as a garden, with flowers, vegetables and a greenhouse. It is a peaceful hidden delight and
well worth visiting together with time spent in the Mill itself and its yard whose fountain was
recently refurbished with a grant from the Civic Society.
At the other end of the open space spectrum is Highfields Park, created by Jesse Boot for the
people of Nottingham in the grounds of his Highfields Estate and overlooked by the buildings
of Nottingham University which he also endowed. Highfields is a park of many and varied
aspects and activities, from the lakeside walks to the Lakeside Pavilion, the home of many
arts activities. The lake hosts the city’s only model boat club, and also has a thriving and
growing fleet of rowing boats. The park is also home to the Nottingham Croquet Club, one
of the country’s most prestigious and host to national and international championships.

There are also open play spaces and a recently enhanced adventure playground, while
planning is going ahead for a pitch and putt golf area as part of the Heritage Lottery Fund
grant awarded in 2015. Among other elements of the HLF work are the reinstatement and
improvement of such original features as the splendid rhododendron border which has
enhanced University Boulevard for so many years.
One of the most important features of the HLF project is actually invisible, but will make its
impact on the future well-being of the park; that is, the de-silting of the lake, which has been
an on-going problem for many years. A very large quantity of silt has to be removed from
the lake, with the consequent quandary as to how and where to dispose of it. However, a site
for disposal has been found and the work can now go ahead. We do hope to see things
really moving along by the new year and look forward to the eventual restoration and
enhancement of a lovely and well-loved park.
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UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES

Poetry and lighting art combine in an installation designed by Jo Fairfax and launched
recently along the Trent Street arches and on the underside of Station Street tram bridge (the
Karlsruhe Friendship Bridge).
As part of the installation two sets of parallel lines, mirroring the tram tracks above, light up
and pulse whenever a tram goes overhead. The patterns of light continue to the canal,
finishing with a projection of Nottingham lace.

The installation also features lines from favourite and specially written poems, with a
different poem referenced daily for a year to reflect Nottingham's achievement as a City of
Literature.
All this was reflected in the opening ceremony at the beginning of November. The poetry of
Byron and Lawrence appeared on the wall. Byron’s poem “She walks in beauty like the
night” was recited, as was a modern verse celebration of Nottingham; the music of Jake
Bugg was also commemorated. The artist Jo Fairfax has said:

“The inspiration for ‘Line of Light’ comes directly from
Nottingham and the exact location was a significant influence
on the overall design. I also wanted to celebrate the
wonderfully rich literary position that Nottingham holds."
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JOHN HORSLEY HOSE CBE 1928 – 2016
John Hose was an immensely-valued Committee Member of the Civic Society for several
years. His friend Dave Ablitt shows that he was much else.

With death of John Hose, at the age of eighty-eight, Nottingham lost a remarkable man.
Although poor health limited his activities in recent years John, who had served on the Civic
Society board and held the highest office in his Trade Union, spent most of his adult life
fighting for and supporting good causes. His activities were so diverse that probably only he
knew their full extent. We do know that, at a local level, he was a member of the Civic
Society, the Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust (of which he had been a director),
the Sneinton Environmental Society, the Nottingham Museum of Industry and Transport
Trust (which almost succeeded in creating a museum in London Road Low Level Station)
and the Campaign for Real Ale, He was a very active governor of a number of schools and,
after retirement, spent many hours helping schoolchildren learn to read. He took part in
numerous now-forgotten battles; he fought to defend the ancient thoroughfare of Pepper
Street against Marks and Spencer in the 1960s and, a few years later, put up a spirited if futile
defence of the timber framed Windmill public house, which stood on Fletcher Gate before its
widening.
John, who was born and spent most of his life in Sneinton, came from humble origins. His
father, a shunter with the Great Central Railway and its successor companies, was also a
native of Sneinton and had been educated as a part-timer at the Ragged School. John’s own
education began in the early 1930s at Sneinton Boulevard School, now Greenwood Junior,
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but he won a scholarship to the Bluecoat School at the age of ten. I remember him
reminiscing about that period some years ago and telling me about the taunts he suffered at
the hands of local children as he walked to school, through some of the more deprived parts
of Sneinton and St Anns, dressed in the more than conspicuous and somewhat preposterous
Bluecoat uniform.
Leaving Bluecoat in 1943, aged fifteen, John went work in an architect’s office until being
conscripted into the Royal Engineers three years later. He enjoyed his National Service and
said he remembered only two bad days “ the day I went in - and the day I came out!” This
was, perhaps, surprising because he was put on bomb disposal work; not actually defusing
bombs, but excavating space around them to provide access for the experts to do their job.
Following National Service John decided that he preferred the outdoor life, vowing never to
return to an office and, after a period labouring on farms in various parts of the country, got a
job with the Forestry Commission, where he stayed until retirement in 1993.
While at the Forestry Commission he was made very aware that he was a mere forestry
worker and not a forester - and it was the conditions he endured in that role that propelled
him into Trade Union activity. He joined the National Union of Agricultural Workers and
eventually rose to the position of National President. Sadly, he was the last person to hold
that post. As farming techniques changed and fewer were employed on the land, the viability
of the union was questioned and a merger with the giant Transport and General Workers
(now Unite) proposed. John opposed the merger, fearing that his members’ interests would
not be best served within such a large organisation. But the membership decided otherwise
and John bowed to the democratic decision, leading his members into the merged union
where he was elected President of the Agricultural section.
John Hose was never a “Union Boss” or “Union Tsar” as such men are usually described in
the media. The position was not even full time. He would often spend one or two days in a
week planting or felling trees in Sherwood Forest and the remainder in London on Union
business or, later when he was appointed to the EU Agriculture and Environment
Committees, in Brussels or Strasbourg. He was happy with this arrangement. As he once told
me “It keeps your feet on the ground. It’s dead easy for an official to sign an agreement, but it
can be difficult for the lads who have to work to it. Well, I’m in the same boat as the lads when I get back to Sherwood, I have to work alongside them to the same agreement. If I get it
wrong, I suffer with them.”
Perhaps the achievement for which he should best be remembered was the campaign that the
Union waged under his leadership against the use of toxic chemicals in agriculture,
particularly the highly dangerous 245T. Its virtual banning is now history and long forgotten
by most, but there are many people alive today who owe their lives and health to the
campaign waged by John Hose and the Union back in the 1970s.
While never shying away from controversy, John’s role was always constructive and, shortly
before retirement, he was awarded the CBE for his services to agriculture.
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It is to John’s great credit that he pursued all his activities without owning a motor car. It
must have been a hectic life, often working in Sherwood Forest two or three days a week and
the remainder in Brussels or Strasbourg. Back in 1982 he enlightened readers of the Sneinton
Magazine with a description of a typical day in his life. Usually rising at 3.30am he would
cook breakfast before reading for a while. About 5.30am he would walk into town to catch a
bus to Annesley and begin his working day at 7.30. After eight hours of manual labour he
would return home by the same route and deal with his union work in the evening and then,
very often, head out for a meeting. Somehow, he invariably found time to visit a pub, or
several pubs. Public houses played an important part in John’s life - he loved to socialize and
he loved good beer. He did, however, harbour an almost messianic dislike for “strong drink” vowing that neither tea or coffee would ever pass his lips!
My principal memory of John, apart from his sheer exuberance and gloriously mischievous
politically incorrect sense of humour, was the fact that, when it came to improving the lot of
human beings, no job was too big or too small. If it needed doing, he would do it! He was as
much at home clearing rubbish from a derelict site as he was helping a six year old to read or
meeting a government minister.
He was a remarkable man and his life enriched the lives of many.
John is survived by his devoted wife Linda.
IAN SHAPEERO
Sadly, we have also had to say goodbye to yet another of our longstanding characterful
members, Ian Shapeero, whose death was announced last month.
Ian took an enormous interest in the city, its history and development, and was for a number
of years a trustee of the Civic Society.
Following his legal career, Ian moved to catering and always had a warm welcome and
quizzical smile awaiting visitors to his mouthwatering cafe at the University's Djanogly Art
Gallery.
In his later years Ian has been living in the rural setting of Norfolk. However, he never forgot
Nottingham; not only did he visit the city from time to time, but also remained a very
interested member of Nottingham Civic Society, following both its fortunes and those of the
city.
We shall miss his friendship and kindly and humorous concern.
NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY FUTURE PROGRAMME
Details of our forthcoming events can be found at the end of this newsletter
After a fascinating lecture in November by Antony Pidduck at Nottingham Trent University
we return to home ground at the Cathedral Hall for our lecture on December 13 when Steph
Mastoris brings us Glad Tidings: The History of the Christmas Card
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Farewell and Thank You
The custodians of two of Nottingham’s most distinctive and idiosyncratic historic buildings
have recently said farewell to establishments which they have cared for so diligently.
A number of Civic Society members may already be aware that Carol Barstow, Librarian of
Bromley House has now retired from the post which she has held since 2005. During her
time at the Library Carol has been responsible for much expansion and improvement,
including the redevelopment and enhancement of the Garden Wing, an increase in
membership and the Library’s greater involvement in the life of Nottingham, through
exhibitions, tours and participation in Heritage Open Days.
A national TV appearance
for Carol and the Library
also occurred as a the
result of an enquiry from
Michael Portillo’s Great
Railway Journeys
production team, who
rang the Civic Society
seeking information about
Nottingham’s 19th century
poet Henry Kirke White,
mentioned in Bradshaw’s
Railway Guide. We were
able to point them in the
direction of Bromley
House and Carol, who was able to enlighten Michael on Kirke White and his Bromley House
connection. Michael Portillo was, incidentally, fascinated by the Library, and in particular
its spiral staircase – as are we all! (picture by Martine Hamilton Knight, used by permission)
Thank you, Carol, for all your hard work and inspiration during your time at what was once
known as ‘Nottingham’s Best Kept Secret’, which now has become somewhat better known
to a wider and very appreciative audience.
Just round the corner from Bromley
House, in St James’s Street, stands the
Malt Cross Music Hall and Bar which has
been through many vicissitudes in recent
decades, with great concern being felt for
the condition of this unusual building, its
role and its continued well-being.
However, the fortunes of this memorable
1877 building with its fascinating
galleries, elaborate cast-iron work and
most unusual barrel-vaulted glass roof
have had a great boost in recent years, and particularly with the arrival of Jo Cox-Brown
eight years ago in her role as the Executive Director of the Malt Cross Trust.
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Not only has Jo been an imaginative and
enthusiastic custodian of this fascinating
survival of the great Victorian tradition of
public house/music hall establishments
(there were once at least eight thriving in
Nottingham), she has also made it the
heart of the Malt Cross Trust, a charity
which provides a Street Pastor service to
aid and succour those in trouble on the
streets, whether the longer-term homeless
or the Friday night unwise drinker.
Civic Society members have visited both of these intriguing buildings as part of our local
visits programme. However, if you wish to know more about them, or make a visit, you can
contact them on: Bromley House – 0115 947 3134; Malt Cross – 0115 941 1048.

INSPIRE
Nottinghamshire County Council has launched a new cultural organisation called Inspire, a
Community Benefit Society which is part of an innovative strategy led by the County Council
to manage some of its libraries, archives and cultural services across the county.
We congratulate Civic Society Executive Board member Richard Gaunt on being elected to
the board of Inspire.
Herbert Kilpin: ‘Lord of Milan’
It seems that Herbert Kilpin’s time has come.
Not so very long ago it was a question of ‘Herbert who?’ but now his name is everywhere in
Nottingham, and in many ways this is due to the inspiration and efforts of our Civic Society
member Robert Nieri and his fellow Notts County enthusiasts.
For those who are still unfamiliar with the Kilpin name, he was an amateur footballer and a
follower of Notts County who became one of the founders and inspiration for the Italian
passion for ‘ il calcio’. Born in 1870 above his father’s butchers’ shop in Mansfield Road,
he began his working life working in the textile industry in the Adams Building whence he
was invited to go and work in Italy (apparently largely because of his football expertise). He
went initially to Turin and later moved on to Milan where he, together with a co-fan and
footballer worked to found the football club which was to become AC Milan. He continued
to live in Italy until his death in 1916
This history, almost forgotten for so many years, has now been brought very much to life in
Nottingham. We now have a ‘Herbert Kilpin’ pub at the top of Bridlesmith Walk, just off
Fletcher Gate, and his birthplace has been located, while Robert Nieri’s research over a
number of years has resulted in a book, published in both English and Italian and launched at
the end of October in Nottingham and Milan, with the title ‘Lord of Milan’.
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Herbert has also been granted the singular honour of
having an NCT bus named after him: launched by the
Sheriff of Nottingham from the bus shelter outside his
birthplace on Mansfield Road (now renamed the
Herbert Kilpin stop, it will run on the yellow route to
Bulwell.
The Civic Society is also involved in the Kilpin
commemorations. A prototype plaque was unveiled
under the Society’s auspices on the same occasion as
the bus, and this will be replicated by a permanent
version to be installed on the renovated birthplace
building.
The Sheriff of Nottingham, Cllr Jackie Morris, and
football historian Andy Black holding the replica
plaque in front of the Herbert Kilpin bus outside his
birthplace on Mansfield Road
(Courtesy of Nottingham Post)

2017 DIARY: FORTHCOMING LECTURES

Tuesday 10 January Ian Wells: Nottinghamshire Pevsner Revised
Tuesday 14 February John Beckett: Nottinghamshire’s War Memorials
Tuesday 14 March Robert Nieri: Herbert Kilpin and the city’s sporting heritage
Tuesday 11 April Hilary Brindley & Pete Smith: Nottingham’s Conservation Areas
Tuesday 9 May

Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 10 October Tom Huggon: George Green, Miller & Mathematician
Tuesday 14 November Chris Matthews & Dan Lucas: Nottingham’s Pioneering Council Housing
Tuesday 12 December: To be announced

News of local visits will be available shortly, also details of a proposed summer visit to Boston
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YOUR VALUED SUPPORT
We are delighted that you continue to support the work of the Society. And yes – it’s
approaching that time of year when subscriptions fall due. Many of you have Standing
Orders, and one of our great pleasures in January is working our way through the bank
statements, updating our records and welcoming you back for another year.
If you don’t have a Standing Order it’s easy to download the form from our website.
And how can you – painlessly – give more? Quite a few of you have Gift Aided your
subscriptions so that the Society can increase this income by 25 per cent. If you are a UK
tax payer would you care to Gift Aid your subscription ?
It doesn’t matter if you complete
the form when you are already registered: we’ll sort it out. The form can be downloaded
from our website.
Please send new Standing Order forms or Gift Aid forms to:
Ian Wells, 4A Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham NG3 2PR
He will also be delighted to receive your subscription if you don’t have a Standing Order!

Best wishes
Hilary Silvester
hilarysilvester2002@gmail.com

Ian Wells
ianwells62@gmail.com

e-communication enables Nottingham Civic Society subscriptions and other costs to be kept
down. If you been sent a hard copy of this newsletter and can receive it electronically, do
please let us know; e-communication also allows us to send you instant alerts and reminders
about our activities, plus other news of interest, all of it in full colour
http://www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk
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