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Dear Member
Welcome to our first e-newsletter. This will be sent out from time to time to all members who
can receive email; please ensure that I have your current email address, and do make sure I
know if you change it. A printed copy will be sent to those who do not have access to email.
Its purpose is to give you as much up-to-date information as we can, whether about building
developments, other matters of interest or concern, or to alert you to our events and those of
other relevant bodies.
HERITAGE STRATEGY
The Heritage Strategy’s vision is to establish the city’s heritage as a central element in
regeneration, with the core aims to Understand the contribution that the historic environment
makes to the city, to Capitalise on the existing and potential roles that heritage brings to city life
and to Celebrate the city’s rich past, promoting Nottingham as a distinctive place to live and
visit. Noble aims, and certainly achievable.
On the Edge
The emphasis for the first year’s work by the Strategy’s Panel and its partners is the Southern
Gateway to the city linked to the Castle development project. The Strategy emphasises the
unique quality of the city built on rocks and caves and, as well as the Castle Rock around which
the Norman town developed, mentions the Cliff upon which the Saxon town had already been
established. This escarpment is, in the view of the Society’s Board, of outstanding importance
not only as the origins of the city, but also because of the impact it has when viewed from the
tram, Canal Street or London Road island. The Board feels that the cliff should be a prime
visual and heritage element to be considered whenever new development is proposed on the
southern edge of the city – for instance, any new buildings proposed for the currently cleared
Canal Street site must not be allowed to overshadow the impact of the cliff, or to be a cause for
regret in future years (as indeed happened with Maid Marian Way).

View from
Canal Street.
The new FE
College for
Nottingham
is planned to
be built on
this site; it
must not be
allowed to
obscure this
iconic view
of
Nottingham’s
skyline,
which the
Civic Society
has fought to
save since
1962.

Encouraging developments on the cliff itself, on High Pavement, are the refurbishment and reopening of the Lace Market Hotel (if only the Judges’ Lodging/County House could be given a
new lease of life); and the construction of a very attractive ‘light-weight’ outside bar next to the
Pitcher and Piano, where glass and landscaping have been used imaginatively, rather than the
earlier proposed design resembling a garden shed whose roof would have impacted
incongruously on the escarpment. It is also most encouraging to see, just up from the hotel, that
there is now builders’ fencing around No. 41 Pilcher Gate, the oldest house in the city, long
awaiting restoration and re-use and something of a cause célѐbre among conservationists: we
wish it well.
Former Judges’ Lodgings, High Pavement. Currently in an appalling state, boarded up and
neglected. The former County Record Office, where some of us spent many happy hours, it
should be restored and promoted on what should be one
of Nottingham’s primary tourist routes, with the
Galleries of Justice opposite and Nottingham
Contemporary just at the end of the road.
The Lace Market generally has had a chequered history.
Saved by the Civic Society in 1967 from disappearing
under an urban motorway, it came to life in the ’eighties
in two ways: with the growth of various clubs which
brought it to life every weekend into the small hours, and
with the expansion of uses like Sharespace which
recognised that businesses would not wish to take on
entire buildings. There is much that is good in the area.
It just needs what was once called “the vision thing”.

In May 2015 we marked the 150th anniversary of the opening of the Theatre Royal, were fortunate enough to have David Suchet, then appearing
at the theatre in ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’, to unveil the plaque for us, in the presence of the Lord Mayor.

The second occasion was the unveiling of a plaque on No.16 Goosegate, marking the building in which Jesse Boot
established his first store. This event involved not only the Lord Mayor of Nottingham but also the Chief
Execcutive Officer of the Boots Alliance together with Jesse Boot’s great-granddaughter. An occasion to remember
and marked by a special cake created by Roma Hatton.

One of our most recent Commendations is for the
restoration of the Embankment Public House, on the
approach to Trent Bridge. This building was originally
the Boots Number Two store, after the Pelham Street
store, and later became the Boots Social Club. It is a
treasure house of Arts and Craft design and workmanship
which, when she was shown round it two years ago,
Hilary Silvester felt could be a candidate for listing.
Since then, the Embankment has been taken over by
Castle Rock Brewery who have carefully restored the
interior where necessary and have reinstated the large
shop windows and have given the pub the ‘feel’ of an original Boots store. And indeed it is
now Grade II listed, a point the pub makes in its publicity!

Stained glass at the Embankment by P Morley Horder, who went on to design the Trent Building
at Nottingham University, another Jesse Boot benefaction
WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF LISTED BUILDINGS . . .
They aren’t all a thing of beauty like the Embankment. Listing, which means that a building is
of national importance, covers such qualities as: built with a pioneering form of construction;
very rare survivals of a specific type; a historically important part of an area or an industry's
history; an expression of a technical or social innovation of the period.
Two buildings which we feel meet these criteria were both erected by Players: the Bonded
Warehouses on Wollaton Road and the Horizon Factory near Clifton Bridge. The Horizon
Factory has been refused for listing despite an appeal by the Twentieth Century Society and
ourselves; it is a highly innovative building, important as one of the first examples of its kind,

and designed from the start to be adaptable for new use. The Bonded Warehouses are now
situated on Nottingham University’s Jubilee Campus, and it is proposed to demolish them at
some stage. Given the eclectic nature of the buildings on that campus, compared with the
restrained classicism of much of University Park, we feel that these warehouses are not
inappropriate in their current setting and should be considered for new uses within the university
context.. They form a “gateway” on the west side of the city, and contextually they go well with
nearby inter-war structures: the Ring Road, the Middleton Boulevard conservation area on both
sides of it with their concrete Crane houses; the Arts and Crafts-style shopping parade near what
was once called the Raleigh Roundabout and is now generally known as the Crown Island, after
the concrete-look pub nearby, and the more conventional houses on Western Boulevard and
opposite the warehouses on Wollaton Road.

These warehouses also use a form of concrete
construction (the Mouchel system) borrowed from
France and used in a new-demolished warehouse in
Bristol, making the similar Nottingham buildings the
only survivor of their type. Players became part of
the Imperial Tobacco Group after the first world war
and drew on the expertise of other members of the
group for their inter-war architectural innovations:
here the work done by William Cowlin and Son for
W D and H O Wills in Bristol.

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY HERITAGE WALKS 2016
The admission charges for all these walks are £4 Adults. £3 Concessions. All Nottingham Civic
Society members and all accompanied children FREE. No booking is required for any of these
walks and they will go ahead regardless of the weather. Private or group tours can be arranged
separately. All proceeds from these walks go to Nottingham Civic Society.
Please check the dates, times and meeting places for all these walks as they do vary. All walks
are approx. 1 mile in length and will take approx. 2.5 hours and are taken at a very steady pace.
For further details and accessibility contact
Kurt Hatton 07736 431571

k.hatton-civic@hotmail.co.uk

Kevin Powell 07791 663507 kp.nottmhistory@virginmedia.com

CHURCH (ROCK) CEMETERY

ANOTHER WALK IN THE PARK

This walks takes you around the Rock Cemetery and
looks at the people who are buried here and how this
quirky cemetery was created.

This walk explores some of the lesser visited parts of
the Estate but they still deliver great architecture and
we will look at the origin of the street names.
Date: Thursday 4th August at 6:30pm

Dates: Wednesday 20th July at 11:00am.
Saturday 10th September at 11:00am.

Meet: Nottingham Castle Gatehouse.

Meet: Inside cemetery main gates, Mansfield Road.

THE OLD BASFORD WALK

COLOURFUL CHARACTERS

A chance to join this walk around one of
Nottingham’s suburbs that was once a separate
village with an interesting past.

This walk looks at some of the characters whose
sometimes ‘colourful’ pasts have helped give our city
such a great heritage.
Date: Thursday 7th July at 6:30pm

Date: Saturday 23rd July at 11:00am
Meet: St Leodegarius Church (Church St, Old
Basford).

Meet: Steps of the Council House.
GEORGIAN NOTTINGHAM
CANNING CIRCUS AREA
This walk looks at how some of Nottingham's ancient
tracks developed into one of the busiest junctions in
the city.
Date: Thursday 14th July at 6:30pm
Meet: Main entrance to the General Cemetery,
Canning Circus.
THE GENERAL CEMETERY

Concentrating on a period of time that has become
much loved for its architecture, this walk looks at our
Georgian properties that often go missed.
Dates: Wednesday 6th July at 11:00am
Wednesday 10th August at 11:00am.
Meet: Outside the Bell Inn, Angel Row.
LACE MARKET

Looking at the history and the people buried here,
some of whom are of national importance.

A guided tour around the famous Lace Market
looking at how the area developed through the
centuries into a national centre of the lace trade.

Dates: Saturday 2nd July at 11:00am.
Wednesday 24th August at 11:00am

Dates: Wednesday 13th July at 11:00am.
Thursday 18th August at 6:30pm.

Meet: Just inside main entrance on Canning Circus.

Meet: Weekday Cross (outside Nottingham
Contemporary).

IT’S A WALK IN THE PARK
A guided walk around the prestigious Park Estate
looking at the grand houses and how the private
estate developed throughout the 19th century.
Date: Thursday 30th June at 6:30pm

VICTORIAN WALK
The 1839 Lammas Fields Enclosure
This walks takes you around the former Lammas
Fields that when Enclosed made way for some of
Nottingham’s most impressive Victorian buildings.

Meet: Nottingham Castle Gatehouse.

Date: Thursday 28th July at 6:30pm

Please note: This walk does involve steps.

Meet: Main entrance to Nottingham Playhouse.

GEOFFREY OLDFIELD

Courtesy of the Nottingham Post

On the day of our AGM in May 2016 members of the Society’s Board attended the funeral of
Geoffrey Oldfield, very well known throughout the city as a local historian and author. After a
career in local government, Geoffrey took up his new career as our heritage guru, on whom we
called for details of incidents, characters and localities of earlier years. Geoffrey, who had been
a member of the Civic Society since the 1970s, continued to work on our Environment
Committee well into his eighties, and was also to be seen cycling between sites of buildings to
photograph them for his latest publications and lectures. Among items which he wrote for the
Society is his well-known book on the Lace Market. Geoffrey, who died at the age of 95, has
left us a huge legacy of knowledge and wisdom. We shall miss him.
Best wishes
Ian Wells
E-ditor
e-communication enables Nottingham Civic Society subscriptions and other costs to be
kept down. If you have received a hard copy of this newsletter and are able to receive it
electronically, do please let me know.

